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FOREWORD. 

To  Ihe  Mdjior,  Aldci'nioii  and  (Unnicdloni 
of  the  Coaatij  Boro}i(ili  of  Bootle. 

Mr.  ]\I.\Y0R,  .\XD  (iKXTI,KMHN, 

I liilve  plc'asiii'e  in  ijrasc-ntiiig  to  you  inv  scoond  Annual  l’a‘])oi‘t,  the 
seventy-sevi'iitli  of  the  serii's,  (Mi  the  health  of  tlie  ])e<j])le  of  the  t'onnty 
llorough  of  Bootle. 

During'  the  year  the  iinjilenientation  of  the  |)ro])osals  of  the  Loeal 
Health  AntlaM’ity  under  the  National  Health  Sei-viee  Act,  B)4G,  has 
])roeeeded  satisfactorily,  and  it  has  been  neca'ssary  to  widen  the 
Authority's  powers  with  regal'd  to  the  .Vtnhnlance  Sei'vice  and  also  to 
obtain  extended  powers  with  regal'd  to  the  provision  of  convalescent 
treatment. 

It  will  he  noted  from  the  statistics  included  in  the  report  that  the 
birth  rate  at  "d’d'OO  per  thousand  of  the  ])0])nlation  continues  to  he  well 
above  the  national  rate  for  I’Migland  and  Wales,  which  is  UV7  per 
thousand  of  the  jiojndation . 'Hie  infant  mortality  rate  of  dd  d jier 
thousand  births  is  still  substantially  above  the  national  average  of  .'{■d'O, 
and  continues  to  give  cause  for  dissatisfaction,  altlunigh  thei'c  are  signs 
of  improvement  and  the  rate  shows  (Mily  a very  slight  increase  on  last 
year's  rate  of  54'1,  which  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Bootle. 

It  should  he  noted  with  regret  that  the  number  of  persons  \ accinated 
has  shown  a considerable  decrease  since  vaccination  ceased  to  be  com- 
pulsory. Parents  of  evcM-y  child  IxM'ii  in  the  Borough  are  reminded  of 
the  benefits  of  vaccination  when  the  child  is  a few  months  old,  hut 
the  number  taking  advantage  of  the  protection  offered  was  only  73d,  as 
compari'd  with  1,072  in  B)48,  and  1,344  in  1047,  which  was  the  last 
comjilcte  year  of  compulsory  vaccination. 

'I’he  delivery  of  a new  Bedford  ambulance  has  been  of  assistance  in 
meeting  tlie  increased  demand  on  the  .\tnbnlance  Service.  When  the 
second  new  vehicle,  now  on  order,  is  received  it  will  (Miahle  ns  to  dis- 
pense with  aiKjther  oiisohde  vehicle,  and  the  complete  replacement  of 
the  old  ambulances  is  envisaged.  The  nmnbei'  of  calls  on  Ihe  .\mhulance 
Sei'vice  during  the  year  was  3, odd.  In  1048  the  nnmh('r  of  calls  was 
*2,110,  and  the  tigures  for  1040  show  an  increase  of  ()8'd  ])('r  cent,  on  the 
previous  year,  'riie  increaxse  in  the  ninnher  of  reipp-sts  for  the  ns(‘  of 
ambulances  is  causing  considerable  anxiety  throughout  Ihe  country,  and 
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although  ill  Bootle  there  are  not  very  iiiany  instances  of  flagrant  abuse 
of  the  Service,  it  is  to  be  hoiied  that  llosjiital  authorities  and  general 
liractitioners  will  assist  in  every  way  by  limiting  the  calls  on  the  Service 
to  those  patients  who  are  unable  to  use  public  transport.  When  the 
Liverjiool  Corporation  finally  ceases  to  undertake  anihulance  work  on 
behalf  of  this  Authority  the  calls  on  the  Service  will  be  further  increased. 

On  pages  40  to  42  there  is  a brief  account  of  an  outbreak  of 
jiaratyphoid  fever  on  Merseyside,  arising  from  a carrier  employed  in  a 
Bootle  bakery.  The  source  of  this  infection  was  traced  by  medical  and 
sanitary  officers  of  this  Department,  and  I should  like  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  thoroughness  of  the  investigations  which  they  carried  out  under 
my  instructions. 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  figure  for  deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  1'04 
per  1,000  of  the  population  is  substantially  above  that  for  England  and 
Wales,  i.e.,  0‘45.  lleference  to  the  gi’rii)h  on  i)age  46  shows  that  this 
is  no  isolated  occurrence,  but  that  during  the  past  25  years  the  figure 
for  Bootle  has  always  greatly  exceeded  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 
The  smoothed  trend  lines  on  page  47  I'eveal  that  the  decline  in  the 
Bootle  rate  is  not  any  gi-eater  than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole.  In 
other  words,  the  rate  of  improvement  in  Bootle  is  slower  than  that  in 
England  and  Wales. 


The  state  of  tubei'culosis  in  the  country  has  been  aptly  described 
in  The  Times  as  “ a raging  scandal,”  and  one  wonders  how  long  the 
pidjlic  are  going  to  continue  to  acce]it  with  complacency  the  ])resent 
disgraceful  state  of  affaii-s.  Speaking  of  tuberculosis  50  years  ago.  King 
Edward  VII,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  asked  " If  this  disesise  is  preventihle. 
why  is  it  not  being  ])revented ” and  thei'c  is  no  doul)t  that  tidiei'culosis 
is  to-day  the  greatest  killer  among  the  ])i'eventible  diseases.  Reference 
to  the  table  on  page  72  reveals  that,  while  mortality  from  heaid  disease 
and  cancer  is  greater  than  that  from  tubercidosis,  the  deaths  from  heart 
disease  and  cancer  ai'e  mainly  of  those  in  the  ui^per  age  grou]-)S,  many 
of  whom  are  in  any  case  in  the  decline  of  life.  Tuberculosis  deaths,  on 
the  other  hand,  occur  mainly  in  the  younger  middle  ages,  i.c.,  among 
those,  who  are  in  the  jirinu'  of  life  and  of  the  greatest  I'conomic  imiiortancc 
to  the  country.  One  fre(|ueutly  reads  in  tlu'  daily  ju'i'ss  an  outcry  against 
road  fatalities  which  during  the  ])ast  live  yi-ars  have  averaged  some  100 
a week,  while  a small  outbrcaik  of  smalli)ox  r(>sultiug  in  a few  deaths 
is  enough  to  cause  ({uestious  to  be  raised  in  Rai'lianuutl . In  llu'  case  of 
tubei'culosis,  however,  the  fact  that  almost  60  jiersous  die  rrcr//  (/<''/ 
does  not  seem  to  call  for  any  comment,  and  this  wanton  disregard  for 
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tilt'  pliglit  of  till'  I iilit'rculuiis  is  siii'cIn  to  lie  rogunlfd  as  a dainiialilo 
iiidictnu'id  of  our  so-calletl  civilisation. 

d’lic  coiniiig  iiitt)  operation  of  llic  National  llcaltli  Service  Act,  far 
from  impi’oving  matters,  has  lirougiit  aliout  a detc'riorat  ion  in  the  ])osi- 
tion,  ])articuhu'h'  w ith  regard  to  tlie  institutional  treatment  of  sufferers 
from  imlmoiiai'y  tulierculosis.  The  waiting  list  at  the  pi'esent  time  for 
sanatorium  accommodation  throughout  the  country  is  in  the  region  of 
11,01)0,  and  it  may  apjiear  to  you  an  anomalous  state  of  affairs  that 
there  ari'  available  1,000  empty  beds  in  some  of  the  most  excellent 
Swiss  sanatoria,  but  that  these  are  not  available  for  ISritish  jiatieiits  on 
account  of  financial  considerations.  The  maintenance  charges  in  these 
sanatoria  have  been  increased  onlv  slightly  since  lOdO,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  every  bed  could  be  filled  immediately  on  a grant  ])er 
patient  of  .412  to  -tin  per  week.  Trior  to  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
National  Health  Service,  Local  Authorities  sent  patients  to  the  Swiss 
sanatoria  and  met  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  treatment.  Now,  how- 
ever, many  of  these  sanatoria  face  great  loss  on  account  of  enijity  beds 
and  may  be  forced  to  close,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  their  facilities 
for  diagnosis  and  treatment  are  of  an  excellent  standard,  and  that  they 
are  prepared  to  welcome  British  jiatients  under  conditions  which  would 
afford  that  atmos2)here  of  rest  and  calm  which  is  so  essential  to  the 
treatment  and  rehabilitation  of  the  tuberculous.  If  one  assumes  that 
there  are  l,t)00  vacant  sanatorium  beds  in  Switzeiland,  and  that  a gi'aut 
jier  patient  of  JcTi  to  £15  per  week  would  be  required,  it  is  seen  that 
for  an  annual  expenditure  of  less  than  thi-ee-quarters  of  a million  j^ounds 
our  waiting  list  could  be  reduced  by  9 per  cent.,  yet,  according  to  a 
provincial  newspaper,*  the  IMinister  of  Health,  replying  to  a letter 
addressed  to  him  by  the  Duchess  of  Portland,  Chairman  of  Council,  The 
National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis,  stilted  that  the 
present  tubercidosis  rate  was  the  biggest  2)lague  for  200  yeai's,  but 
regretted  that  he  had  no  money  or  nurses  to  sj^are.  Wind  is  incompre- 
hensible to  me,  and  must  be  to  you  all,  is  that  less  than  three-quaiders 
of  a million  2)ounds  cannot  be  sinq'ed  for  this  puiqiose,  when  for  the  yeiu- 
1950/51  the  estimates  of  exjDenditure  on  the  National  Health  Service  were 
nearly  £50,000,000  for  dental  services  and  over  £28,000,000  for  the 
supplementary  oi:)hthahnic  service. 

The  indvate  patient,  subject  to  jiei’ndssion  being  received  from  the 
Treasury  for  the  currency  exchange  involved,  permission  which  is  readily 
granted,  is  able  to  iiviul  himself  of  the  facilities  offered  at  Swiss  sanatoria, 
* Noitiinjliuin  Guardian,  Isl  July,  1950. 
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and  tlius  it  appears  that  in  (lie  case  ol'  the  ( iihei'ciiluiis  the  deciding 
factor  as  to  wliether  (he  jiatient  shall  receive  sanatorium  treatment, 
in  Switzei’land  is  tlie  extent  of  liis  finaneial  I'esources. 

Tlie  matter  of  ti’eatment,  however,  is  one  about  wliicli  you  can  take 
little  dii'ect  action.  In  tlie  sphere  of  jirevention  and  after-care  you  are, 
on  the  othei'  hand,  the  i-esjionsihle  Authority,  and  as  such  your  principal 
wea]ions  are  re-housing,  education  and  vaccination,  and,  in 

collaboration  with  the  llegional  Hospital  Board,  mass  miniatui'e  i-adio- 
graphy. 

A start  has  been  made  on  B.C.G.  vaceination  and  1 shall  in 
due  course,  in  collaboration  with  the  Chest  Physician,  present  to  you 
a scheme  for  the  much  fuller  employment  of  this  preventive  measui’e, 
which  it  is  hoped  to  extend  at  no  tar  distant  date  to  all  babies  born  in 
the  Borough. 

Education  of  patients  in  the  avoidance  of  the  spread  of  infection  is 
being  pursued  energetically  by  the  medical  stalf  and  health  visitors  both 
in  the  home  and  in  the  tuberculosis  dis2iensary. 

Towards  the  end  of  1040  arrangements  were  {lut  in  hand,  in 
collaboration  with  the  Li\er])ool  Begional  llosjiital  Board,  for  a Mass 
Radiograjihy  Survey  to  be  carried  out  in  the  Borough.  This  \\'as  done 
early  in  1050,  and  a rejiort  on  the  subject  will  be  included  in  my  Annual 
llej^ort  for  that  year. 

The  present  bad  housing  conditions  of  the  people  are  undoubtedly 
the  most  potent  single  factor  in  ]n'eventing  the  eradication  of 
tuberculosis.  I would  enqihasise  the  fact,  which  is  already  known  to 
you,  that  almost  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  liave  contracted  the  disease 
through  close  contact  with  a jierson  who  is  already  suffering  from  it.  In 
other  words,  case  begets  case.  1 would,  therefore,  exhort  you  to  pursue 
with  the  utmost  energy  the  re-housing  of  families  in  w hich  there  is  a case 
of  tuberculosis  in  order  to  ])ermit  of  adeciuate  isolation  of  the  case,  and 
I might  even  go  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  you  allocate  a.  substantial  jier- 
centage  of  your  new  housing  accommodation  for  the  re-housing  of 
tuberculosis  ]nitients  and  their  families.  In  this  connection  it  must  not 
be  overlooked  that  if  re-bousing  entails  increased  rent,  it  may  lead  to  a 
lowei-  standard  of  dietary  for  the  jiatient  at  the  very  time  when  good 
nutrition  is  most  essential.  1 would  also  advocate  most  strongly  that  you 
seek  pow'ei's  to  prevent  faanilies  in  which  there  is  a case  of  tuberculosis 
from  taking  in  sub-tenants,  particularly  sub-timants  with  young  cliildri'ii. 
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A great  deal  is  known  ahnnt  tlie  prevention  ot  tnbercnlosis,  but  the 
efforts  of  botli  cdinicdans  and  liygienists  to  cope  witli  tlie  problem  ai’e 
being  frnsti'ated  owing  to  tbe  impossibility  of  sc'gregating  tbe  patient 
either  in  a sanatoi'inm  or  at  honu'.  Tbe  jiroblem  should  i)e  ta(d<led 
with  all  the  energy  and  ferocity  of  a majoi’  military  opei'ation, 
and  those  responsible  for  the  direction  of  the  National  Health  Rei’vice 
should  drastically  change  the  present  cheeseparing  attitude  which  has 
been  adopted  with  regard  to  tuhei'culosis. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  tendei'  to  you,  and  especially  to  your 
Health  Committee  and  its  Chairman,  and  to  the  Town  Cle]'k  and  othei' 
Chief  Officials  of  the  Corporation,  my  thanks  for  yoiii'  encouragement 
and  consideration,  and  to  my  staff  my  gi-ateful  acknowledgment  of  their 
support. 

JAMES  F.  SWAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  I. 

Constitution  of  Committees 

Health  Committee 

Councillor  Dr.  Harris,  .t.p.,  Chairman. 

IMr.  Couxcillor  AYilliams,  Deputy  Chaii'man. 

His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Councillor  C.  G.  Anderson,  j.p.) 


AIr  Alderman  T.  Connolly. 

Mr.  Councillor  Cresswell. 

AIr.  Alderman  Harrison. 

AIr.  Councillor  Crighton,  j.p 

Mr.  Alderman  Hughes. 

i\lR.  Councillor  Ellis. 

AIrs.  Alderman  Pritchard. 

JIr.  Councillor  Hevey. 

Councillor  Dr.  Brown,  j.p. 

jMr.  Councillor  J.  S.  Kelly. 

AIr.  Councillor  Cain,  j.p. 

AIr.  Councillor  Kogerson. 

Co-opted 

Members  ; — 

Representatives  of  the  Bootle  Isledical  and  Panel  Committee : 
Dr.  T.  M.  Jones  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Wood. 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  Local  Dental  Practitioners  Committee 

jMk.  E.  G.  O’Shea. 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  Pharmaceutical  Committee : 

Mr.  L.  D,  Parry. 


Representative  of  the  Bootle  General  Hospital: 
Mr.  W.  Poss,  j.p. 
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General  Health  Committee 


Couxcii.LOi!  I)r>.  Hakkis,  Chainnaii. 

Mr.  Coi-xciLLOP.  Williams,  Deputy  Chairman. 

ITis  Worship  the  iNlAVOR  (Coi'ncillor  C.  G.  Axdersox,  j.p.). 


Mr  Alderman  T.  Coxxolly. 
IMr.  Alderman  Harrison. 
-Mr.  -Vldermax  ITeghes. 

Mrs  Alderman  I’ritchard. 
Coi'XCiLLOR  Dr.  Brown,  .i.p 
Mr.  Councillor  Cain,  .t.p. 


i\lR.  Councillor  Cresswell. 
jMr.  Councillor  Crighton,  .t.p 
Mr.  Councillor  Ellis. 
iMn  Councillor  ITevey. 

]Mr.  Councillor  J.  S.  Kelly. 
i\lR.  Councillor  Rogerson. 
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Section  II. 


Staff 


Medical  Ujjicer  oi  Health: 


J \ivn‘',s  l'\  Swan,  m.d., 

Depulij  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

M.  O.  Cl.AKIvE,  M.B..  CH.H.,  D.P.H. 

.issistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 

J.  r.  CoRHIDAN,  M.B..  B.CH..  B.A.O., 

(from  14th  ifarch).  D.r.H. 

(One  vaeancy). 

Tuberculosis  Officer  {.Joint  Appointment): 

R.  Hannah,  m.c.,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Dental  Officer: 

H.  B.  Dawes,  l.d.s. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers: 

E.  Or.  O’Shea,  B.O.R.,  (lo  2Hlh  I'ebniaryi. 
(One  vacancy). 

Chief  AdininisI rarwr  As.sislant  and 
Healih  lulucalion  Officer: 

H.  Al  l 1''^  Lord,  b,a.,  a,<'.o,r. 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer: 

ATirs  K,  Dowd,  r,r,n.,  r.c.m,, 

h,v,('I':rt.  (from  Isl  Marcli), 

Health  Visitor  (Tuhcrculosis): 

Mirs  E,  P,  Stark, 

Visiting  Special ists: 

I.  'I’iimahkin,  m,b,,  cn,n,,  f,r,c,r., 
D,L,o,,  Auial  Surgeon. 

E.  Allan,  m.b,.  ch.b., 

Ophtlialinic  Surgeon. 

l'\  ('.  DwYEIi,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  F.H.r.R., 

M.C'H.oR'HI.,  Ortli0))aedic  Surgeon. 


( H.n.,  D.R.C.O.r,.,  D.P.H. 

Consultant  Obstetrician: 

P.  MaL.PAS,  m.b.,  CH.M.,  F.R.C.S., 

E.R.C.O.G. 

Part-time  Assistant  Medical  Officer: 

G.  Lennon,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

Public  Analyst: 

J.  P.  (’LARK,  M.SC.,  D.I.C.,  F.R.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Dispector: 

W.  H.  W.ATTLRWORTH,  F.R.SAN.I.. 
M.R.I.P.H.H.,  M.S.I.A. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

J.  AI.  C’angley. 

S.  Hesketh  (Aleat  & Foods  Inspector). 
\V.  E.  Leather. 

W.  J.  AIason. 

G.  B.  Owens. 

Municipal  Mid  wives: 

AIrs.  E.  H.  Hoy  (Superintendent). 

AIrs.  E.  C.  Bartlett. 

AIrs.  AI.  A.  E.  Chamberlain. 

AIrs.  AI.  AV.  Drkwbry 

(from  14th  Eovemher). 

AIrs.  W.  .1.  Gi[.morfj  (to  4th  .Inly). 
Mrs.  S.  R.  Lindsay  (to  4th  Alarch). 

AIiss  W.  J.  Ijoughran 

(from  17th  Odohcrl. 

AIrr.  G.  a..  Xewnes  (from  1st  April). 
.Mrs.  C.  K.  Roberts. 

AIrr.  R.  Shaw. 

AIirs  a.  E.  Thrash. 

AIiss  C.  Whliams. 

AIrr.  \A'.  Worthincton, 
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STAFF— font  iniied. 


[Icalth  Visitors: 

Mias  E.  l>Assi;’i'T. 

.Mus.  V.  A.  Benson. 
jMiss  F.  M.  Hughes. 

Hiss  J.  Lynch. 

Miss  L.  W.  Skinner. 

Miss  E.  L.  Thomas. 

Miss  E.  1\.  W ild  (Io  lOili  Se[ilembi.'r). 
Miss  Fb  1'jUwards  (Stiidcnl  II. V.). 

issisldiils  Id  Health  Visitors: 

]Miss  IH.  F.  Eynon. 

Mrs.  H.  Small. 

Matron.  Home  Xiirsinrj  Service: 

^Iiss  E.  Heavns  (Io  I81I1  .\pril). 

Miss  B.  Laing  (from  15fh  duly). 

.\leiilal  Henllli  Officers: 

Mr.  J.  W'.  Harper 

{Duly  Authorised  Officer). 

^fiss  M.  iM.  Winkle  do. 

Doinrslic  Help  Supervisor: 

Mrs.  E.  Lander. 


Clerks: 

(\Ir.  H.  a.  Brown,  o.ilk.  {Chief  Clerk). 

Mrs.  E.  Allinson  (from  7lli  November). 

(\liss  K.  Burgess. 

INfR.  ]).  C.  Cahill. 

^fus.  J.  M.  James. 

^ftss  D.  M.  Latimer. 

Miss  M.  M.  'I’hompson 

(to  lOlli  Seiilember). 

Jifiss  M.  'buRNER  (from  8II1  August). 

Miss  A.  Af.  tfiRVAN  {Clinic  .Issistanl). 

^Iiss  D.  Harrison  do. 

IMiss  G.  Williams  iDcntaC  Attendant). 

Miss  D.  Bernard  do. 

.1  mbulanee  Supervisor: 

Mr.  W.  j.  Bates. 
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Section  III. 

Vital  Statistics 

Civilian  PoiDulation  (Registrar- General’s  estimate  at  mid-year 

W-iO)  70,(M)U 

Poi:)ulation  at  Census  of  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...76,770 

Area  in  Aci’es  (exclusive  of  river  bed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  "2,414 

Inhabited  bouses  (end  of  1949)  according  to  rate  books  ...  ...16,007 

Uninhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according  to  rate  books  ...  80 

Live  Births — Males  788,  Females  753  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,541 

Birth  Kate  (j^er  1,000  poi^ulation)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22’0 

Still  Births — Males  20,  Females  13  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  birthsj  ...  ...  21'0 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  783 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  loopulation)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 '2 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  ...  ...  O'O 

Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age  of  one  year)  ...  ...  84 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (2)er  1,000  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  54'5 

(Legitimate  52’6,  Illegitimate  89'7) 

Deaths  from  Whooiring  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ....  18 

Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (per  1,000  population)  0’04 

Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (j^er  1,000  poi:)ulation)  l'()4 


The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  as  at  April  1949  was  1482,886 

Tlie  estimated  imoduct  of  a Penny  Rate  for  1949-50  ...  .tLlDO 

In  1949-50  the  General  Rate  was  19/11  in  tlie  & (excluding  A ater  rate 
and  charges). 

The  cost  of  the  Health  Services  during  1949-50  was  estimated  at 
1:37,957,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  Is.  8d.  in  tlie  £. 
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Section  IV. 

Comparison  of  Statistics  with  those  of 
Previous  Years 


Population 

The  Census  returns  from  the  year  1881  show  the  population  of  the 
Borough  as  follows:  — 


1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 


27,374 

49,217 

58,556 

69,876 

76,487 

76,770 


The  Registrar-! ieneral's  estimate  of  the  civilian  population  at 
■ mid-year  was  70,000.  This  estimate  shows  that  the  population  of  the 
' Borough  last  year  was  some  470  more  than  in  the  summer  of  1948, 
and  the  latest  quarterly  estimate  of  the  Registrar-General  gives  the 
population  as  70,140  on  31st  December,  1949,  this  figure  including 
members  of  the  Merchant  Navy  at  home  and  abroad. 


Marriages. 

The  Superintendent  Registrar  states  that  the  number  of  marriages 
during  the  year  was  661. 

From  a total  of  653  in  1938,  the  number  of  marriages  rose  to  891 
in  1940,  then  dropped  to  469  in  1941.  This  was  followed  by  a steady 
rise  to  662  in  1947.  In  1948  the  number  fell  to  624  and  this  year's 
figure  shows  a slight  increase. 


tl  Births. 

During  tlie  year  1,541  live  birtlis  were  registered,  representing  a 
' birth  rate  of  22'0  per  1,000  of  the  population,  that  for  England  and 
Wales  being  16'7.  There  were  788  male  and  75-3  female  births.  It  will 
T be  noted  that  the  birth  rate  is  as  usual  well  above  the  national  rate. 
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BIRTH  RATES.  1873-1949. 


Period 

BOOTLE. 

England  & Wales 

Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Rate  per  1,000- 

1873—1880  ... 

6,846 

38-6 

354 

1881—1890  ... 

15,508 

36-8 

32-4 

1891—1900  ... 

17,716 

33-2 

29-9 

1901—1910  ... 

20,468 

32'3 

27-2 

1911—1920  ... 

20,748 

27-6 

21-8 

1921—1930  ... 

18,884 

22-8 

18-4 

1931—1935  ... 

8,367 

21-8 

150 

1936—1940  ... 

7,959 

2T6 

14-9 

1941 

1,199 

22-8 

14-2 

1942 

1,104 

239 

15-8 

1943 

1,327 

26-5 

16'5 

1944 

1,574 

28-2 

17-6  ' 

1945 

1,429 

24-4 

16T 

1946 

1,797 

27-9 

191 

1947 

2,022 

303 

20' 5 

1948 

1,700 

24-5 

17-9 

1949 

1,541 

22-0 

16-7 

The  illegitimate  births  (including  stillbirths)  numbered  83  and 
were  5'4  jDer  cent,  of  the  total  births.  In  11)48  the  number  was  1)3. 


Deaths. 

The  total  numher  of  deaths  of  Bootle  residents  during  1940  was 
783,  including  45  who  died  in  institutions  within  the  Borough,  and  351 
who  died  in  institutions  outside  the  Borough,  of  whom  T2  died  in 
mental  hosjhtals.  This  gives  a total  of  30fi  deaths  in  institutions,  i.e.. 
50'6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  as  comiDared  with  GOB  per  cent,  in 
1048.  The  deaths  during  the  year  are  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  11- 
per  1,000  as  comjiared  with  lO'G  per  1,000  in  1048.  This  is  the  second 
lowest  death  rate  ever  I'ecorded  in  the  Borough  and  compares  favourabl.' 
with  the  rate  of  T2'5  for  the  T2G  great  towns  of  England  and  Wales. 
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DEATH  RATES.  1873-1949. 


Period. 

1 BOOTLE. 

1 

England  & Wales. 

Total  DeaUis. 

Kale  per  1,000- 

Kate  per  1,000- 

1873_1880  ... 

3,823 

21-7 

21-2 

1881—1890  .. 

8,260 

19-9 

19- 1 

1891—1900  ... 

10,942 

206 

18-2 

1901—1910  ... 

11,400 

17-8 

15-4 

1911— 19-20  .. 

12,470 

171 

14-3 

1921—1930  ... 

10,336 

13'5 

12- 1 

1931—1935  ... 

5,212 

13-5 

120  i 

1936—1940  ... 

5,019 

13-8 

12-5  1 

1941 

1,227 

23-3 

12-9 

1942 

629 

13-6 

11-6 

1943 

745 

14-9 

12- 1 

1944 

732 

13-1 

11-6 

1945 

754 

12-9 

11-4 

1946 

793 

12-3 

11-5 

1947 

866 

13-0 

120 

1948 

734 

10-6 

10-8 

1949 

783 

11-2 

11-7 

COMPARAflVE  MORTALITY  AND  BIRTH  RATES. 


Death  Kate 
all  causes  per 

1 ,001)  of  population. 

Ijivc  liinh  Kate 
per  1.000  of 
popiilat  ion. 

Infant  Mortality 
pel'  1,000  live 
births. 

r.OOTLE  

11-2 

-22-0 

54-5 

126  County  Boroughs 
j and  ( Ireat  Tow’iip 

12-5 

18-7 

37-0 

148  Smaller  Towns.. 

11-6 

18-n 

30-0 

iKcsidenI  population 

•2.5,000— .')(). (It to  at  10.31 
r nnsiis) 

England  and  Wales 

1T7 

16-7 

32-0 

16 


JERTH  - RflTgS. 

SooTt-f  vvfli.E5 
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Causes  of  Ueatk. 

The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to  age,  are  shown  in  the  1 
table  on  page  72. 

Com  mimic  able  Diseases. — Epidemic  diseases,  excluding  tubei’cu-  r 
losis,  accounted  for  81  deaths,  including  55  from  pneumonia,  1 fi’om  ' 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  1 from  poliomyelitis,  5 from  whooping  i, 
cough,  and  1 from  measles.  Deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  mini-  t 
bered  18,  as  compared  with  14  during  1948;  16  were  of  infants  under  [ 
one  year. 

Respiratory  Diseases.. — Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  55  deaths, 
bronchitis  tor  54,  and  other  respiratory  diseases  for  6,  making  the  total 
deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  (excluding  influenza  and  tuberculosis)  i 
115.  This  amounts  to  14’6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages,  as 
compared  with  13‘8  per  cent,  in  1948.  Influenza  was  recorded  as  a 
cause  of  death  in  7 cases. 

Cancer. — Cancer  was  registered  as  the  cause  of  death  in  112  cases,  I 
as  compared  with  116  in  the  preceding  year.  This  represents  a cancer 
death-rate  of  1'6  iier  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1'7 
during  the  year  1948. 

Violent  Causes. — There  were  26  deaths  from  violent  causes  (in- 
cluding 8 from  road  traffic  accidents)  and  9 from  suicide. 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. — Thirty-six  children  died  liefore  I'eaching  tlie 
age  of  one  month,  of  whom  twenty-fonr  died  during  the  first  week  of 
life.  This  gives  a neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  28'4  per  1,000  births. 
Prematurity  was  responsilile  for  18  of  the  neo-natal  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality.- — Tliere  were  84  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  compared  with  02  in  1948.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
was  54'5  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  54'1  in  1948,  and  78'0  in  the 
decennium  1938  to  1947. 

The  I'ate  of  infant  mortality  in  males  was  59'6  and  in  females  49'1. 
Througliout  England  and  Wales  the  laite  of  infant  mortality  was  32  per 
1,000  births,  and  in  the  126  great  towns  it  was  37. 

The  most  important  of  the  causes  of  infant  death  were  ; Bronchitis 
and  piu'umnnia  23,  congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries  and  diseases 
peculiar  to  infancy  19,  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  16,  premature  birth  16, 
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The  viite  of  infant  mortality  in  legitimate  infants  was  52'G  and  in 
illegitimate  infants  it  was  H9'7. 

The  respiratory  diseases,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  were  respon- 
sible for  the  largest  group  of  infant  deaths. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE— BOOTLE  COMPARED 
WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES- 


Years. 

BOOTLE. 

Englaud  & Wales. 

19U1-U5  ... 

166 

138 

19UG-1U  ... 

130 

117 

1911-15  ... 

133 

no 

1916-20  ... 

103 

91 

1921-25  ... 

91 

76 

1926-30  ... 

89 

68 

1931-35  .... 

87 

62 

1936-40  ... 

74 

55 

1941 

108 

59 

1942  ... 

72 

49 

1943 

76 

49 

1944 

61 

46 

1945 

69 

46 

1946  ... 

75 

43 

1947 

91-5 

41  ! 

1948  ... 

54T 

34  ! 

1949  ... 

54-5 

32 

A tabular  statement  of  the  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the 
age  of  one  year  is  given  on  page  73. 

Deaths  of  Children  arjed  1-5  years. — There  were  23  deaths  of 
children  aged  1 to  5 yeai's,  as  compared  with  19  in  1948.  The  principal 
causes  were  tuberculosis  3,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  7,  accident  and 
other  violent  causes,  7. 

Inquests. — Impiests  were  held  on  3.S  deaths. 
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Section  V. 


Services  Provided  Under  Part  III 

of  the 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 


Care  of  Alotkers  anti  Young  Ckild  ren . 

['  y^uiijicatiuii  of  BirtJts. 

' The  ]iumber  of  hirllis  notified  under  Section  2(jy  of  the  Public 

Health  Act,  198(3,  was  1,5S()  live  births  aiul  30  still  births. 


Cure  of  Premature  Infants. 

Notification  is  made  in  cases  where  the  birth  weight  is  dllb.  or  less. 
In  such  cases  every  effort  is  made  to  secure  a separate  bedroom  for 
mother  ami  infant,  and  to  proviile  a drangiit-proof  cot  with  detachable 
lining,  suitable  bedding,  hot  water  bottles  and  special  feeding  bottles; 
if  any  of  the  latter  reipiirements  are  not  available  they  are  jirovided  on 
loan  from  the  Health  Dejiartment. 


On  notification  of  a premature  birth  occurring  at  home,  a iMedical 
Officer  of  the  Depaidment  communicates  with  the  doctor  in  attendance, 
and  if  necessary  visits  the  home  to  discuss  the  position  with  the  doctor 
and  the  midwife.  Before  the  midwife  relinquishes  responsibility 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  Health  Visitor  for  the  district  to  take 
over  early  supervision. 

The  following  notifications  of  premature  births  to  mothers  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  Borough  were  received  ; — 

BIETHS. 

In  Borough — ■ 

(aj  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(b)  Matei'nity  Homes  ...  •••  ...  22 


Outside  Borough — 

(a)  Walton  Hospital 

(b)  Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital 

(c)  Othei'  fdosiritals  and  Nursing  Homes 


58 

12 

15 


126 
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ruhlic  Health  (Ophthalmia  Ncnnatoruai)  Regulationr,,  1020  to  1037. 

Five  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year; 
the  vision  was  uninj2)aired  in  all  cases. 

Ante-Naial  Clinics. 

Five  Ante-Natal  Clinics  wei'e  lield  each  week.  During  the 
year  1,030  new  cases  attended,  cori'csjionding  to  GG’O  pei’  cent,  of  the 
total  registci'ed  Ihrths;  in  addition  282  cases  cairicd  over  from  the  pre- 
ceding year  continued  under  sui^ervision,  and  a total  of  4,467  attend- 
ances was  made,  with  an  average  of  21'7  patients  ])er  session. 
It  should  he  noted  tliat  Footle  patients  intending  to  enter  Walton 
Hosjtital  for  confinement  usually  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  held  at 
that  Institution. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Five  infant  clinic  sessioiis  were  conducted  weeldv  throuohout  the 

c O 

year. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 


New  Cases. 

Attendances, 

Clinic, 

Under 

one 

year. 

One  to 
five 
years. 

Total. 

Under 

one 

year. 

One  to 
five- 
years. 

Total. 

No. 

of 

Sessions 

Average 
attend- 
ance at 
clinic. 

Health  Centre — 

Monday  afternoon  .. 

212 

26 

238 

1566 

326 

1892 

48 

39-6 

Wednesday  afternoon 

254 

61 

316 

2212 

•J20 

2632 

52 

50  6 

Thursday  afternoon  . 

145 

23 

168 

1642 

259 

1901 

5*2 

36o 

School  Medical  Offices- 
I'uesday  afternoon  .. 

207 

23 

230 

1917 

273 

2195 

51 

430 

Thursday  afternoon.. 

161 

28 

189 

1545 

237 

1782 

52 

34  2 

Totals 

!)79 

161 

1140 



8882 

1520 

10402 

255 

■Ks-S 
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Siipplll  of  ('()(,'  Lii'cr  Oil  and  P'ruit  Juices. 

'L’hc  SL'liciiic-  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  foi'  distrihntioii  of  fruit  juices 
and  cod  liver  oil  to  mothers  and  yoim»-  childi'cn  was  co)dinned  during 
the  year,  and  this  valuahle  sn ppleinent  to  the  viiaTiiin  content  of  their 
diet  is  available  to  all  expectant  mothei’s  and  to  children  up  to  the 
age  of  five  years. 

Issues  of  vitamin  products  to  infants  and  expectant  mothers  through 
the  Council's  cdinies  and  Xurseiu  Classes  were  as  follows;  — 


Free.  Sold. 

15,499  ...  — 

3,889  ...  — 

2,429  ...  36,625 


Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles) 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Tablets  (packets)  ... 
('range  Juice  (bottles) 


Hesideutial  Nurserii,  Foruihtj. 

This  Residential  Xursery,  which  was  opened  on  5th  December, 
1945,  for  the  rece])tion  of  twenty-two  infants,  has  made  a valuable 
contribution  to  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service  in  rhat  it 
accommodated  the  infants  of  mothers  who  were  in  hospital  or  maternity 
home,  or  whose  economic  status  made  it  necessary  for  the  child  to  1 e 
temporarily  cared  for  away  from  home,  d’he  administration  .d  ihe 
Xursery  is  now  the  responsihililv  of  the  Children’s  Committee. 

During  the  year  93  children  were  admitted,  97  were  discharged, 
and  7 were  in  residence  on  31st  December,  1949.  The  admissions 
included  49  children  below  the  age  of  two  yeai's,  and  44  childi'en  between 
the  ages  of  two  and  five  years.  Df  those  discharged  during  the  year 
55  had  a stay  not  exceeding  five  weeks,  30  remained  for  5 — 10  weeks, 
3 for  10 — 15  weeks,  5 for  15 — 30  weeks,  and  4 remained  for  longer 
periods. 

Of  the  admissions  during  the  year  57  were  in  I'espect  of  the  mother’s 
confinement,  33  on  account  of  the  mother’s  illness,  and  3 because  of 
other  social  difficulties. 

The  Xursery  is  a training  centre  for  the-  Ceidificatc  of  the  National 
Xursci'v  Exainination  Board,  and  seven  nui'serv  students  ai'e  engaged 
on  the  two  years’  course  of  ti’aining;  three  stiuhaits  obtained  the  certifi- 
cate during  the  year. 
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Litlicriand  Day  Nitrserij. 

One  liootle  eliild  was  accoiiiiiiodiited  at  the  Iwuicasliii'e  County 
Council's  Day  Nurso'v  at  rjitherland  as  a special  ease,  toi'  which  the 
ITealtli  Connnittee  accepted  tinancial  I'esponsibility . 

Cnnvalcficeiit  Home  Provinion . 

])in'ing  the  year  15  children  under  live  years  ot  age  and  1-11 
cliildi'pn  over  that  age  were  sent  to  convalescent  homes. 

Care  of  lUeyitimate  Children. 

Special  arrangemeiits  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  have  been 
operating  for  some  years.  One  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  responsible 
for  taldng  such  action  as  is  possible  in  the  interests  of  the  unmarried 
mother  and  her  child. 

Fifty-five  cases  were  dealt  with;  these  came  to  the  luhiee  of 
the  Department  from  the  following  sources:  — 

Before  Confinement— 

Moral  Welfare  Agencies  .. 

Walton  Hospital  ... 

Ante-natal  clinics  ... 

Municipal  IMidwives 
Health  Visitors 
Mothei's’  own  application 
Other  .Agencies 

Birth  Notifications 


55 


5 

15 

6 
5 

5 

6 

*■) 

o 

— 45 

10 


d’he  work  done  in  this  connection  comprised  1,355  visits  to  homes. 
125  of’lice  interviews  and  5 visits  to  Institutions. 

Foul'  of  the  unmarried  mothers  were  admitted  to  Homes  of  the 
Moral  Welfare  .Agencies  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation. 


Tlu’  final  disjiosal  of  the  infants  was  as  follows;  — 

Piemained  wdth  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Legal  adoption  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  2 

Admitted  to  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  -1 

Femoved  from  district,  or  death  ...  ...  7 
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The  Ijivcrpooi  ('laid  \\  i'lfdre  AKsnrial  iou . 

i\.epreseutati\es  of  this  Association  liave  attendeil  clinics  at 
the  School  ^ledical  Offices  weekly  to  undertake  on  l)elialf  of 
the  Council  arrangements  for  the  snpjjly  and  fitting  of  oidliopaed ie 
appliances  prescribed  by  the  medical  staff,  and  Ihe,  pi'ovision  of  clotlnng, 
fireguards  and  convalescent  home  tivatment.  Oniing  the  year  the 
Association  dealt  with  -108  new  cases  (12G  children  under  5 years  and 
277  school  children):  141  childi'en  were  sent  to  Convalescent  Tdomes, 
with  an  average  stay  for  15  children  under  five  of  BG'd  days  and  for 
126  children  over  five  years  of  29'23  days. 

The  staff  paid  1,877  home  visits  and  the  clinic  interviews  totalled 
1,365. 

IVlunicipal  Midwifery  Service 

Notification  of  Intentioii  to  Practise. 

Fifty-three  midwives  gave  notice  during  the  year  of  their  intention 
to  practise  midwifery  in  the  Borough  ; 13  of  these  were  municipal  mid- 
wives, 29  were  engaged  in  Liverpool  Hospitals,  3 in  private  Xnrsing 
Homes.  1 in  private  domiciliary  practice  and  7 in  the  Bootle  iMaternity 
Home. 

I'a.sr.s  alteniied  hij  M tiniriind  Midicivcs . 

Cases  attended  (a)  as  midwife  ...  ...  ..  ...  -1.34 

(h)  as  maternity  nui'se  ...  ...  ...  113 

Home  Visits  (ante-natal)  ...  ...  ...  2,7-11 

,,  .,  (jmerperium)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,282 

Of  the  total  of  1,57^  births  to  Bootle  mothers  the  mnnici]ia]  mid- 
wives attended  547  births  (35'0  per  cent.),  and  the  remaining  births 


took  place  in  the  following  institutions:  — 

\^'a]ton  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  518 

Liverpool  Hatei'iiity  Hos])ital  ...  ...  ...  107 

Bootle  iMaternity  Home  ...  ...  ...  ...  2-10 

Xnrsing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Other  hos])itals,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 


(d’hese  figures  include  33  stillbirths.) 

Patients  engage  tlu'  services  of  the  midwife  mmi'est  to  their  own 
homes,  and  the  midwife  is  responsible  for  theii-  ante-natal  care  from 
the  date  of  booking. 
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Gas  aiid  .4//'  Analgesia.. 

Nine  municipal  niidwives  arc  qualified  tn  adminif^ter  gas-air 
analgesia:  flu'ee  sets  of  aj)paratus  are  in  use. 

During  the  year  gas-air  analgesia  was  given  in  110  cases. 

Medical  Aid. 

The  sei’vices  of  a medical  practitioner  were  reqtiested  in  14.5 
maternity  cases  during  the  year.  In  80  cases  the  medical  practitioners 
had  arranged  to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services 
under  the  National  Health  Sei'vice.  In  the  remaining  6,5  cases  the 
Local  Authority  j^aid  the  fees  of  the  practitioners. 

Transport. 

The  Superintendent  Midwife  receives  a car  allowance,  of  £25  per 
annum,  and  one  of  the  domiciliary  midwives  a car  allowance  of  £15 
per  annum.  Those  municipal  midwives  who  possess  a bicycle  receive  an 
allowance  of  7/6  per  month.  During  the  night,  if  jmhlic  service  vehicles 
are  not  available,  transport  is  provided  from  the  Ambulance  Depot,  and 
if  a vehicle  is  not  available  from  the  Depot  the  midwives  hire  a taxi. 

Healtli  Visiting. 

Home  Visitation. 

The  staff  ])aid  18,160  home  visits,  including  6,886  visits  to  iid'ants 
under  one  year,  and  10,002  \ isits  to  children  aged  from  one  to  five  years. 

Home  Visits  to  Expecta)it  Mothers. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  613  home  visits  to  expectant  mothers  to 
advise  them  on  gene]'al  and  pcrscmal  hygiene,  with  a view  to  promoting 
normal  childbirth. 

Staff. 

The  establishment  provides  for  one  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer 
and  ten  full-time  health  visitoi's,  of  whom  oni'  is  maiidy  i-esponsible 
for  the  care  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  eight  health  visitors  were  em])lnyed,  and  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  maintain  a full  staff. 
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Becfiust'  1)1  till'  (lillicultv  of  obtaining  health  visiloi's^  tlu'  C oinniiltee 
in  November  Ih-ltS  approved  of  a selieine  for  the  eiigagenieiit  of  student 
health  visitors  who  would  attend  a whole-time  course  of  ti'aining  at  the 
Liverpool  University  School  of  Hygiene  and  would  i'ecei\e  during  the 
first  year  three-quarters  of  the  nutumum  salai’y  laid  down  for  health 
visitors  in  the  Uushclift’e  Report.  After  the  period  of  training  they 
would  return  to  the  service  of  the  Authority  for  the  I'ennunder  of  the 
twelve  months,  and  if  successful  in  oljtaining  the  Health  Aisitor  s 
Certificate  would,  if  i-equii'ed,  give  a fui'ther  twelve  months'  service  to 
the  Authority.  One  student  was  engaged  during  the  year. 

Home  Nursing. 

Premises. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  District  Nurses  wmre  accotrimo- 
dated  in  the  Nurses'  Home  belonging  to  the  Bootle  District  Nursing- 
Association.  In  Alarch  the  solicitors  acting  for  the  Association 
intimated  that  the  Charity  Commissioners  had  directed  that  the  house 
was  to  be  sold,  and  the  Health  Committee  appointed  a Sub-Committee 
to  inspect  the  premises  and  any  other  available  jiremises  in  the 
Borough  suitable  for  use  as  the  Headquarters  of  the  Home  Nursing 
Service. 

The  Sub-Committee  eventually  recommended  the  Health  Committee 
to  acquire  the  house  No.  11,  Breeze  Hill,  which  was  considered  to  be 
very  suitable  in  view  of  the  envisaged  extension  of  the  home  Nursing- 
Service.  This  recommendation  was  adopted  and  the  premises  were 
decorated  and  additional  furnitui'e  and  equipment  obtained.  The  staff 
removed  to  the  new  Headquarters  on  80th  September.  The  house  is 
a large  semi-detached,  three-storeyed  house  providing  ample  accommo- 
dation for  the  staff  and  for  the  other  requirements  of  a Home  Nursing 
Headquarters. 

Staff. 

Miss  E.  Heayns,  the  Matron,  resigned  with  effect  from  18th  April, 
and  she  was  succeeded  by  Miss  E.  B.  Laing  on  15th  July. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  Matron,  two  other 
State  Kegistei-ed  Nurses,  two  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurses,  and  one  part- 
finic  Nurse. 
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I’/.s/fs. 

J)uriiig  tlie  year  20,40.‘3  visits  wei'e  paid  to  930  patients. 

Transport. 

The  Home  Nurses  arc  granted  a cycle  allow  ance  of  7/G  per  month. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination. 

During  the  year  vaccination  continued  to  he  carried  out  by  general 
practitionei's  and  by  the  Jjocal  Health  Authority's  medical  staff.  The 
numbers  dealt  with  were  as  follows:  — 

f3y  general  practitioners  ...  ...  ...  307 

By  Local  Health  Authority 's  staff  ...  ...  428 

Inini  unisation. 

J)uring  1932  a scheme  w'as  inaugurated  whereby  a specific  clinic 
ap].)ointment  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  made  to  parents 
wdien  their  children  reach  the  aae  of  nine  months.  During  the  vear  a 
total  of  1,180  children  completed  the  series  of  inoculations.  This 
compares  with  1,399  children  inoculated  in  1948.  A reinforc- 
ing inoculation  was  given  to  637  previously  inoculated  children 
on  their  I'eaching  school  age.  The  present  iiosition  is  that  71’4  per 
cent,  of  children  under  hve  years  of  age  and  69’1  per  cent,  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  hve  and  hfteen  years  have  been  jirotected  against 
this  disease. 

Pai'ents  are  advised  that  immunisation  can  be  carried  out  either 
by  their  own  doctor  or  by  the  I.ocal  Health  Authority's  medical  staff. 

4'he  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  com]deting  the 
sei'ies  of  inoculations  si  ice  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme. 


D I P 1 i 1 1 j'.  K I A IM  M U N IS  ATKJN . 
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.A.mljulance  Service. 

Adiiiiiiisii'atioii. 

Tlie  Ambulance  Service  lias  been  under  the  control  of  the  Mealth 
Committee  since  15tb  Decemlier,  1044.  In  January  tbe  Health  Coiti- 
mittee  considered  the  question  of  the  ti'ansfer  of  the  administration  of 
the  Ambulance  Service  to  the  Fire  Brigade,  and  a Special  Joint  Suli- 
Coininittee  was  set  up  to  consider  the  matter.  In  Maren  the  Sub- 
Committee  recommended  that  the  Ambulance  Service  be  merged  into 
the  Ure  Brigade  but  this  resolution  was  subsequently  rescinded,  and  in 
June  it  was  decided  that  the  Service  should  remain  under  the  control 
of  the  IMedical  Officer  of  Health. 

Agency  A rrav.gem ents. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Town  Clerk  of  Liverpool  informed 
the  Council  that  owing  to  the  increasing  pressure  on  the  City's 
Ambulance  Service  it  was  necessary  to  consider  what  stejrs  could  be 
taken  to  relieve  the  Service  of  extraneous  duties  and  enquiring  how 
soon  the  Council  would  be  in  a position  to  undertake  the  transport  of 
certain  Bootle  cases  which  was  carried  out  by  the  Liverpool  Ambulance 
Service  under  agency  arrangements. 

Bepresentatives  of  the  Liverpool  and  Bootle  Health  Committees 
met  to  consider  the  question,  when  it  ivas  agreed  that  for  a period  of  six 
months,  pending  arrangements  being  made  by  the  Bootle  Corporation 
to  operate  the  whole  of  the  service  required  in  the  Borough,  cases  of 
general  sickness  should  continue  to  be  I'emoved  by  the  Liverpool  City 
Ambulance  Service.  The  conveyance  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  except 
at  night  and  at  week-ends  and  also  conveyance  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
was  undertalcen  by  the  Bootle  Ambulance  Sei'vice.  The  arrangements 
made  with  the  Alerseyside  Hospitals  Council  for  the  removal  of  certain 
cases  and  the  arrangements  entered  into  with  the  Lancashire  Comity 
(■ouiicil  for  mutual  aid  in  cases  of  emergency  were  continued. 

Te/ifc/es. 

The  increasing  demand  on  the  Service  made  it  necessary  to  obtain 
new  vehicles  and  in  June  1049  an  order  was  placed  for  a new  Bedford 
30  cwts.  ambulance  chassis  with  Tionias  hody.  'Ihis  was  followed  by 
n further  order  for  a similar  vehicle  iu  Scjitember. 


(Bedford  chassis,  Lomas  body). 
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Staff. 

In  March  an  additional  seven  ambulance  driver  attendants  were 
appointed  bringing  the  total  up  to  14,  and  a tele])lionist  was  also 
appointed. 

Antbulance  Depot. 

The  question  of  pro\iding  more  suitable  accommodation  for  the  staff 
and  the  vehicles  has  been  under  consideration  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may 
be  possible  to  make  some  improvement  in  this  direction. 

During  the  vear  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  was  as  follows:  — 

O w 


Day.  Night. 

7 a.m. — 11  p.in.  11  p.ni. — 7 a. in. 

Hospital  Transfers  ...  ...  1,861  ...  92 

Accidents  (a)  Docks  ...  ...  478  ...  .11 

(b)  Pllsewhere  ...  316  ...  31 

Sickness  and  ^Maternity  ...  ...  437  ...  131 

Demovals  on  behalf  of  IMerseysidc 

Hospitals  Council  ...  ...  6 — 

Removals  on  behalf  of  Lancs. 

County  Council  ...  ...  17  ...  4 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  87  ...  4 


3,242 


O 1 f 
O 1 f 


In  1948  the  cornpararive  figures  were  2,924  day  calls  and  286 
night  calls. 

In  addition,  143  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  rcmovivl  to  hospital 
by  the  ambulance  allocated  to  this  work. 

Prevention  of  Illness  (Care  an<J  After  Care) 

TuhercuJn,si.‘i. 

The  Health  Committee  htis  appointed  a Care  Sub-Cornmittee  to 
deal  with  the  special  problems  of  tubr-rculous  patients  in  the  home. 
In  addition  to  the  visits  paid  by  the  Tuberculosis  Visitor,  visits  to  the 
homes  of  tuberculous  ])atieiits  are  ])aid  by  Health  Visitors  and  assist- 
ance is  given  in  providing  nursing  rcMjuisites,  sputum  flasks,  etc.  Where 
the  housing  accommodation  is  ovei'ci'owded  or  unsuitable,  represen- 
tations are  made  by  the  Aledical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Housing 
f ommittee  so  that  j)riority  can  be  given  to  such  cases. 
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Mcitlal  Illness  or  Dejeciivcness. 

Two  whole-time  meiital  healtli  workers  ai'e  engaged,  and  they  made 
86  pre-care  and  344  afto'-caic  visits  during  the  year. 

d’hei'e  is  no  ( )(;ciipation  Centre  in  Bootle  for  mental  defectives,  hut 
nine  defectives  attend  the  Centi'c  at  Waterloo  hy  arrangenuuit  with 
the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  two  attend  a Li\ei'pool  Centre 
by  arrangement  with  the  lji\ei])0()l  City  Council.  Such  a centre  in 
the  Borough  would  be  a great  boon  to  pa)’ents  of  defective  children. 

Proi'isinn  uf  Sid:- Room  Idiitifonenl . 

Articles  of  sick-room  e(|uipmcnt  aie  stored  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  Home  Nursing  Service  and  are  issued  on  loan.  A deposit  is 
requested  and  is  refunded  when  the  articles  are  returned  in  good 
condition. 

Healih  Education . 

In  November  three  films  dealing  with  rodent  control  were  shown 
to  senior  pupils  in  the  secondary  grammar  and  secondary  modern 
schools.  The  films  were  entitled  “ Town  Eats."  “ Farm  Rats  ” and 
“ The  Pied  Piper,”  ami  were  exhibited  in  the  Town  Hall  and  in  two 
of  the  schools.  The  films  wci’c  sc'cn  by  apju'oximately  8/10  pupils. 

Convalescence . 

In  accordance  with  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1940  convalescence  not  involving  medical  treatment  was  arranged  for 
patients  recommended  by  general  practitioners.  A |)eriod  (d'  convales- 
cence was  approved  by  the  Health  C'onmuttce  for  30  patients  htit  6 
applications  were  evcmtually  withdrawn. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Dul'ing  the  year  the  equivalent  of  12  full-time  woikers  has  been 
engaged  together  with  the  supervisor  and  I8t>  applications  have  been 
dealt  with,  repi'cseuting  20,234  working  hours. 

Heavy  demands  ha\e  been  made  on  the  Service  pai'ticularly  by 
(du’onic  patients  and  old  persons.  'Phe  hoiisidioldcrs  utilising  the  service 
have  been  reepured  In  ])ay  tfwvards  the  cost  in  accordanct'  with  tlu‘  scale 
recommended  by  the  .\ssociat  ion  of  Municipal  ( 'oi'poi'at  ions,  l)Ut  thew 
have  the  right  to  a.]q)eal  against  the  assessment  in  c.ases  w lu're  thi'^  scale 
woidd  impose  malue  hardship. 
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Section  VI. 


Mental  Health  Service 

Jn  accui'danec  with  tla’  ])i’()visions  of  Section  49  of  tlie 
National  Health  Serviea?  Act,  19-1(),  the  Bootle  County  Boi'oUL;h 
Council  heeanie  resjionsihle  us  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  for  cai'rying 
out  the  functions  of  u Local  iieulth  Authority  under  the  Lunacy 
^lental  Ti'catineiit  and  iMeiital  Deliciency  Acts,  as  anieiidetl  by 
tlio  National  Jlealth  Service  Act,  1940,  and  the  llegulatious  made 
under  those  Statutes. 

The  duties  forineiJv  canded  out  hv  llelie\ing  Officers  with  regard 
to  the  initial  disposal  and  care  of  patients  of  unsound  niind  under  the 
Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  are  now  assigned  to  L)uly 
Authorised  Officers  of  the  Jjoeal  Health  Authority.  The  responsibility 
for  providing  institutional  acconiniodation  rests  with  the  Jiiverpool 
llegiunal  Hospital  Board. 

Domiciliary  mental  health  services  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
arc  administered  by  the  iMeiital  Health  Sub-Committee  and  comprise 

(aj  the  ascertaining  of  cases  of  mental  illness  and  mental 
defectiveness; 

(b^  the  voluntary  and  statutory  supervision  and  guardianship  of 
mental  defectives  in  the  communitv ; 

(c)  the  obtaiiung  of  Jtetenlion  Oi'ders  and  the  making  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  admission  of  voluntary  patients,  mental  defec- 
tives and  persons  of  nnsonnd  mind  into  mental  hospitals  ; 

(d)  the  welfare  in  the  comminuty  of  persons  suffering  from  mental 
illness  or  defectiveness,  and  particularly  the  la'ovision  of  after- 
care for  persons  discharged  from  mental  hospitals  and  certified 
institutions. 
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J)etails  of  tlie  service  are  ns  follows  : — 

] , Administration. 

The  Meiitiil  IToalth  Snl)-Coiinnittee  consists  of  o members,  4 
being  elected  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  1 a co-opted 
member  of  the  Healtli  Committee. 

Meetings  of  the  Comndttee  weie  held  monthly. 

(a)  Staff. — The  medical  direction  of  the  sei'vice  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Medi^-al  Office)'  of  Health,  who  will  he  advised  in  the  organisation 
;md  conti'ol  of  the  service  by  a part-time  specialist  medical  officer, 
with  expei'ience  in  both  mental  illness  and  mental  defectiveness. 
This  officer  will  be  appointed  by  the  Livei-j^ool  City  Council,  with 
whom  a)'rangements  have  been  made  for  the  joint  user  of  his 
services. 

Two  mental  health  workers  have  been  appointed,  one  male  and 
one  feimde,  :uid  these  have  been  designated  " Huly  Authorised 
Officers.” 

(b)  C<)-ordi)iatinii  with  licijional  Hospital  Buard  and  Hospital  Manapi'- 
nient  Coinnnttce. — It  is  jiroiiosed  that  by  arrangement  with  the 
Liverpool  Regional  Hosiiit;d  Board,  the  services  of  one  or  more 
specialist  medical  officers  will  be  available  in  a consultative  capacity 
in  connection  with  the  ascertainment  of  mental  defectives. 

(c)  No  duties  have  been  delegated  to  voluntary  associations. 

2.  Account  of  W^ork  undertaken  in  tke  Community. 

(a)  National  Health  Sendee  Act,  1946,  Sec.  ‘28;  Prevention  {Care  and 
After  Care). — During  the  year  86  pre-cuu'e  and  344  after-care  visits 
wei'e  niiide.  Tlu'ee  feimde  senile  dementi:!  cases  were  removed  to 
iNewsh:mi  (iener:il  Hos])it:d,  ;md  two  male  senile  dementia  cases 
wore  I'omoved  to  Kiikdale  Homes.  Ai'iangements  weiv  made  lor 
9 p;itients  to  ;itt(.'nd  I’sychiatric  Clinics. 
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(bj  Lunacij  a))(I  McnidI  '['real  me  ii  I .Irf.s,  — Ihider  tlie 

Lunacy  Act,  ]S90,  as  amended  by  the  National  Healtli  Service  Act, 
194b,  55  cases  were  removed  fo)'  observation  to  Sefton  General 
Hospital,  and  two  similar  cases  were  removed  to  W histon  Hosintal. 
Seventy-one  cases  were  investigated;  two  were  certified  and 
removed  to  mental  liospitals;  seven  voluntary  patients  were  con- 
veyed to  Hainliill  Hospital. 

(c)  Mental  Defirieiicij  Acts,  1913-38. 

(i)  Ascertainnienf . — Under  these  Acts  14  cases  wei'e  asceidained 
and  found  subject  to  be  dealt  \vith.  There  are  8 cases  awaiting 
vacancies  in  institutions. 

(ii)  Guanlianship  a)id  Supervision . — ^Twenty-seven  visits  were  made 
to  guardianship  cases  and  505  to  voluntary  and  statutory 
supe?  vision  cases.  Two  Justice's  Orders  were  obtained  on 
petition  placing  2 defectives  in  Institutions  and  one  varying 
order  obtained  transferring  a case  to  another  guardian;  one 
defective  child  was  admitted  to  Whitecross  Homes,  Warring- 
ton, on  a “Idace  of  Safety  " Order.  One  case  under  super- 
vision was  removed  to  an  institution  under  section  8 of  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Act.  UFnder  the  provisions  of  Circular 
177/48  four  cases  were  discharged  from  guardianship  and 
placed  under  Statutory  SujDervision. 

(^iii)  Training. — By  arrangement  with  the  Ijancashire  County 
Council  nine  cases  under  supervision  attended  the  Occupation 
Centre  at  Olive  Hall,  Waterloo,  and  two  attended  a Liverpool 
Centre. 
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Section  VII. 


Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  Young  Children 

The  following  I'ej^ort  lias  heL’ii  su^'pliud  by  the  Senior  Dental 
Officer: : — 


(a)  PATIENTS  PPO AIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CAPE. 


Examined 

Neediug 

Treatment 

d'reated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
Alothers 

328 

31U 

13G 

98 

Children  under  Five 

142 

13G 

13U 

13U 

(bj  FOiaiS  OF  DENTAL  TPFA'EHENT  FPOVIDED. 


Extrac- 

tions 

Anaostliof  irs 

Fill- 

ings 

Scal- 
ings or 
Scaling 
& Gum 
Trcat- 
mcnl 

silver 

Nil  rate 
Trvat- 
ini'iit 

Dress- 

ings 

IGiflio- 

grapl>5 

IiiMiliirrs 

rrovided 

I.ocal  |(icn(Tal 

roui- 

pletc 

Partia 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

518 

1 

194 

— 

— 

50 

— 

98 

— 

Children  under 
Five 

169 

— 

113 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 
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Section  VIII. 


Communicable  Diseases 

Tlif  i]uiul)L’r  of  ciiSL'S  ol  iiilectious  disL'ui'O  iiutifiud  diiiiiiy  llio  n oui 
is  suiuuuu'isL'd  as  follows  : — 

( 'uses 


( 'a.ses 
notil'K'd. 

adiiiitled  to 
liospilal. 

J tealbi 

Enteric  Fever 

B (7) 

8 

— 

I’aratyjhioid  Fever  ... 

18  (3) 

17 

— 

Scarlet  F’ever 

19U  (7) 

1U3 

— 

] tijihtheria 

49  (41) 

49 

— 

Ophthalmia  Xeomitorum  ... 

0 

— 

— 

Flrysipelas 

7 

«■> 

o 

— 

l\Ieasles 

424  (1) 

17 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

al7  (3) 

32 

o 

Infant  JJiarrhoea  (under  two  years) 
voluntarily  notitiable  ... 

29  (1) 

18 

18 

Acute  Priniary  and  Influenzal 
Pneumonia 

()8 

21 

5.5 

Cerebro-Spinal  Aleiiingitis  ... 

PJ  (0) 

18 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

9 

7 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

19 

0 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Acute 
Polioenceidialitis 

12  (1) 

12 

1 

*Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

104 

00 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

17 

— 

r* 

I’l'iiiiary  Mulificiil  ions. 

('Die  totals  in  laackets  give  uiimber  of  rases  wlierc  diagnosis  was  not  rotifinued.) 


Typkoid  Fever. 

fOiglit  oasos  of  ty])hoid  fevpv  werp  notifiod,  biif  in  sonpii  of  fho  cast's 
the  liosjjital  authority  was  unable  to  conlirin  the  ditvonosis. 
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£pi<]einic  of  Paraty pfioi<)  Ferer. 


During  the  i^eriod  June  to  September  tliere  occurred  on  iMersevsidc 
an  epidemic  of  mild  paratyphoid  fever  due  to  S.  paratijplii  B \'i-pliu»c' 
type  2.  The  distribution  of  these  cases  is  shown  in  Table  1. 


Although  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Liverpool,  field 
investigation  pointed  to  a bakery  in  Bootle  as  the  source  of  tlie  disseini- 
nation  of  infection,  through  the  sale  of  the  firm's  jjroducts  in  their 
branch  shops  in  Liverpool  and  district. 

Investigation  at  the  Bahery. — The  bakery  was  visited  by  officers  of 
this  Department,  and  it  was  explained  to  the  management  that  there 
was  a suspicion  that  products  distributed  from  the  bake)-y  were 
responsible  for  the  spread  of  infection,  and  the  management  offered 
then'  whole-hearted  co-operation  in  the  investigation. 

The  bakery  employed  455  people  and  produced  bread  and  various 
kinds  of  cakes.  Of  these  455  persons  453  were  examined  by  the  staff  of 
the  Bootle  Health  Department,  and  the  other  2 were  investigated  by 
their  ])i’ivate  doctors.  Altogether  01)5  specimens  of  faeces  and  004 
specimens  of  urine  were  submitted  to  the  Dej^artment’s  bacteriologist, 
and  in  addition  477  si^ecimens  of  blood,  some  for  agglutination  test  and 
some  for  culture,  were  taken  from  patients  by  the  Department's  medical 
officers. 

In  ten  instances  significant  bacteriological  findings  were  made,  and 
these  are  recorded  in  Table  II.  Keference  to  this  Table  shows  that 
7 persons  in  the  bakery  were  found  to  be  harbouring  salmonella  org;uhsins 
other  than  S.  paratyphi  B Vi-phage  type  2,  and  these  along  with  the 
parjityphoid  excretors  were  put  off  work  until  the  danger  of  the  spread 
of  infection  had  passed. 

The  management  of  the  bakery  were  informed  that  if  necessary  the 
wages  of  these  employees,  while  they  were  off  work,  would  be  paid  by 
the  Bootle  Corporation  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Bootle 
Corporation  Act,  1030,  but  the  management  of  the  bakeiw  themselves 
met  this  expense  and  made  no  claim  on  the  Corj)oration. 
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As  syiitlietic  cream  was  thought  to  be  the  most  likely  vehicle  of 
infection,  investigations  were  commenced  in  the  section  of  the  bakery 
where  this  cream  was  handled,  but  the  investigations  as  they  proceeded 
indicated  that  the  infection  was  being  sj)read  by  jam  sandwich  cake, 
and  in  fact  it  was  found  to  be  due  to  a carrier  employed  on  spreading 
jam  on  the  cakes  after  baking. 


In  view  of  the  widespread  distribution  of  cases  which  occurred  over 
the  area  where  the  firm’s  products  were  sold,  the  Liverpool  Public 
Health  Department  and  the  other  local  authorities  conceined  were  kept 
fully  informed  of  the  jn'ogress  of  the  investigations  at  the  bakery,  and  of 
the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examinations. 


TABLE  I. 


SHOWING  THE  DISTKIBUTION  OF  CASES  ON  MEKSEYSIDK. 


-Vuthority 

No.  of 
notifica- 
tions 

Confirmed 
cases  due 
to  S.  para- 
typhi B. 

No.  of 
cases 
Vi-phage 
Type  2 

Others 

Negative 

cases 

BiKjtle 

■n 

15 

13 

1 {Type  1) 

1 (Type  3AI) 

12 

Liverpool 

140 

77 

65 

4 (Type  I) 

8 (Not  typed) 

63 

Cro.st)y 

30 

18 

17 

1 (Not  typed) 

12 

Litherland 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Roby 

2 

2 

1 

1 (Not  typed) 

— 

Birkenhead 

29 

11 

11 

— 

18 

Totals  ... 

229 

123 

107 

16 

106 
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' Section  IX. 


Tuberculosis 

Nutifirnlion  — Tl)e  register  on  81st  December,  1949, 

included  271  males  and  2.jb  females  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, and  o8  males  and  04  females  suffering  tVom  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  making  a total  of  044  cases  as  compared  with  583  at 
the  end  of  1948. 


luriilencp. — The  number  of  new  eases  notified  during  the  year 
under  the  Public  Health  ('rubei'culosis)  Regulations,  1930,  was  181  (104 
pulmonai'y  and  17  non-pidmonaiw). 


Xotitieations  during  I'ecent  years  wei'e  as  follows:  — 


Vtar. 

1940 

1941 


Tuberculosis 

Notifications. 

150 

142 


1942 


1943 

1944 


1945 


1940 


1947 


1918 


109 

186 

102 

173 

190 

152 

107 


Morlfilit [/. — The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  tuberculosis  during  the 
year  was  73  amounting  to  9-32  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  fi'om  all  causes 
and  giving  a death-rate  from  this  cause  of  PO-I  per  1,000  of  the 
papulation,  as  against  0‘92  last  year. 

Di.speoi.sa/'//  /,’rp/.s/cr.— On  31st  December,  1949,  the  number  of 
cases  receiving  treat nient  was  509  as  against  490  on  31  si.  December 

1948. 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Incidence. — One  liundi'Ccl  and  sixty-four  new  cases  suffering  from 
|)ulnionary  tuberculosis  were  notitied  during  T949,  an  increase  of  27 
over  tire  previous  year  The  innnbers  notified  during  the  preceding 
five  years  wei'e  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

i 1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


Notifications  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

135 

142 

161 

123 

137 


In  three  cases  the  first  intimation  was  obtained  from  the  death 
returns,  while  in  14  other  cases  notification  was  made  at  intervals 
of  less  than  three  months  before  death.  The  non-notified  cases,  there- 
fore, numbered  4'5  per  cent,  of  the  total  of  66  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 


Mortality. — During  the  year  66  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  representing  a rate  of  0'94  per  1,(X)()  of  the 
population,  as  comjiared  with  0’8U  in  1948,  0‘81  in  1947,  1'04  in  1946. 
and  0'87  in  1945.  There  were  31  deaths  among  males  and  35  among 
females. 

Chest  i'linic. — Dnilng  the  year  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  examined 
370  patients  newly  referred,  of  wdroni  38  were  sent  by  tlie  School 
■Medical  Officers  for  oiDinicn  jireliminary  to  notification.  .\ttention 
continued  to  be  jiaid  to  securing  the  attendance  for  examination  of 
contacts  of  notified  cases,  and  during  the  year  140  were  so  examined. 
The  Tuberculosis  Visitor  made  516  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculous 
patients. 


Non-Pul  monary  Tuberculosis. 

Dni’ing  the  year  17  new  cases  of  non-pnlmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified,  as  compared  with  30  in  1948,  namely: — 7 bones  and  joints. 
4 glands,  3 meninges,  and  3 other  sites. 

I’libJir  Health  {Prevention-  of  Tiihercnlosi.s)  Ueyidation.^.  1925 — 
There  was  no  occasion  to  take  action  under  the  above  Regulations  relat- 
ing to  tuberculous  em]iloyees  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Art,  1936;  Section  172. — -Xo  action  was  taken  under 
this  Section  dealing  with  the  com])nlsoi’y  removal  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
to  hos])ital. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY,  BOOTLE  AND 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES.  1925-1949. 


Year. 

Deaths  I'roiu  'riiberculosis  (All  Foi'ms) 
per  1,U(JU  po[)ulation. 

BOOTLE. 

Englatid  and  Wales. 

1891-1900 

2T7 

2'01 

1901-1910 

1-10 

105 

1911-1920 

V82 

1-42 

1921-1925 

1-70 

108 

1925 

1-8 

1-04 

1920 

1-5 

0-90  1 

1927 

1-5 

0-97 

1928 

1-3 

0-93 

1929 

1-3 

0-91 

1930 

1-3 

0'90 

1931 

1-59 

0-89 

1932 

1-34 

0-84 

1933 

1-50 

0-82 

1934 

1-37 

0-70 

1935 

1T7 

0-72 

1936 

1-34 

0-69 

1937 

111 

0-69 

1938 

105 

0-03 

1939 

ro8 

0'58 

1940 

1-03 

0-67 

1941 

1'62 

0-73  ' 

1942 

1-37 

0'65 

1943 

1-28 

0-67 

1944 

114 

0'63 

1945 

I -0  1 

0-62 

1940 

1'20 

()-55 

! 1947 

0-92 

055 

1948 

0-92 

0-51 

1949 

104 

0-45 

TUBEECUL(JSIS  MORTALITY,  Bootle  and  England  and  Wales,  19‘25-1949. 
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Section  X. 


Venereal  Diseases 

Tile  treatment  of  V'eiiereal  Disease  became  the  res|junsibilitv  ol 
the  Kegional  Hospital  Board  as  from  5th  July,  1948. 

The  Annual  Statistical  Keport  of  the  Medical  OJlicer  of  the  Ti’eal- 
meut  Centre  shows  599  pei'sous  under  treatment  on  hist  I )ecemljer, 
1949,  as  against  590  on  1st  January,  1949,  and  a slight  increase  in 
new  cases,  the  figure  lieing  458,  as  contrasted  with  430  in  1948.  The 
total  of  438  included  J39  cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  of  venereal 
disease  was  not  established;  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  new  cases 
of  gonorrhoea. 

The  total  attendances  tor  treatment  made  at  the  Centi-e  during 
the  year  show  a decrease  from  0,980  to  5,734,  the  figure  includes  441 
attendances  made  between  clinic  davs  for  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea 
at  the  irrigation  centre.  The  average  attendance  at  the  male  clinics 
was  23,  and  at  the  female  clinics  9.  During  1949,  220  cases  were 
dischai'ged  on  completion  of  treatment  and  observation,  as  against 
276  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  cases  present- 
ing themselves  for  treatment  during  the  last  six  years:  — 

Bootle  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

New  Cases  (t<'ral)  ... 

421 

4.13 

356 

4.50 

4.36 

438 

New  Cases  (syphilis) 

89 

84 

94 

92 

75 

66 

New  Cases  (gonorrhoea)  

Total  atteiidanees  (excluding  Irrigation 

117 

206 

249 

186 

162 

168 

Department) 

9407 

8847 

8786 

7701 

6227 

529.3 

Irrigation  Department  attendances 

2261 

1713 

793 

561 

753 

441 

In-patient  Days 

No.  discharged  after  completion  of 

178 

106 

140 

104 

22 

2.0 

observation  and  treatment  ... 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend  after  comple- 
tion of  treatment,  but  before  final 

198 

212 

270 

to 

o 

276 

tests  as  to  cure 

1 

n 

44 

1.35 

87 

42^ 

Dootle  residents  accounted  for  33'3  per  cent,  of  the  now  cases 
under  ti'eatment  at  the  Bootle  Hosjutal  (’entro,  the  Authorities 
c.ontribul  ing  the  lU'xt  largest  numbei'  of  cases  being  Diverpool  witli 
19'2  perceid.  and  Ijuncashire  County  Council  \\ith  I5'0  piu-  cent. 
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Section  XI. 


Housing 

The  provision  of  atleijunte  housing  uocoininotlation  reiiiiiins  one  of 
the  most  pressing  needs  of  file  Jjorough.  I’lie  following  information 
relating  to  api)lications  for  the  teiiancv  of  Corporation  houses  uj)  to  dlst 
December,  1949,  has  been  supplied  by  the  Housing  .Manager. 


Xo.  of  applicants  living  in  rooms  inside  the  Borough  ...  2212 
do.  outside  do.  ...  565 

Total  Xo.  of  applicants  living  in  rooms  ...  ..  ...  2777 

Xo.  of  applicants  who  are  householders  inside  the  Borough  778 
do.  outside  do.  27U 

Total  Xo.  of  apirlicants  wdio  are  householders  ...  ...  1948 

Total  No.  of  applicants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3825 


The  total  number  of  ai^plicants  on  the  waiting  list  increased  during 
1949  by  6Uo,  the  total  at  the  end  of  1948  being  3,222.  It  is  also  worthy 
of  note  that  the  waiting  list  was  closed  for  7 months  of  1949  (April  to 
Xovember)  evcept  to  those  applicants  who  could  prove  they  had  resided 
continuously  m the  Borough  since  September,  1949. 

Of  the  non-householder  applicants  at  present  on  the  list,  83  pei’ 
cent,  have  not  more  than  two  children.  Applications  are  mainly  from 
young  married  couples. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  followdng  information 
relating  to  houses  erected  during  the  yeaia 
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Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority — A. 3 Type 

A.  4 Type 

B. 3  Type 

,,  ,,  ,,  other  bodies  and  persons 

,,  ,,  ,,  other  Local  Authorities 


4 

4 


61 

4 

Nil 


No  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  by 
Authority,  or  by  other  bodies  and  Iversons. 


the  Local 


Section  XII. 

Blind  Welfare 

The  administi'ation  of  the  Council’s  Blind  Welfare  Scheme  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Social  Seiwices  Committee. 

The  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1049 
was  158  (79  males  and  70  females).  The  number  of  partially  sighted 
persons  on  the  register  was  23  (4  males  and  19  females). 
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Section  XIII. 


Sanitary  Conditions 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  inereased  activity  in  tood  hygiene, 
snK)ke  abateinent,  housing,  shops,  factories  and  workplaces.  War-time 
exigencies,  a depleted  staff  and  the  unavoidable  shortage  of  luateiTals 
had  caused  the  inspectors  to  concentrate  on  the  abateinent  of  routine 
sanitary  nuisances.  The  gradual  improvement  in  the  general  situation 
with  an  increase  in  staff,  has  made  it  possible  to  devote  more  time 
to  the  other  imiiortant  aspects  of  sanitation. 

Mr.  \V.  Hobson,  the  former  Chief  Sanitary  inspector,  retired  in 
Septembei’,  lt)48,  having  had  a difficult  and  anxious  time  during  his 
later  years.  During  the  war  j'ears  he  was  responsible  for  decontamina- 
tion of  clothing  and  food-stuffs,  and  in  common  with  all  sanitary 
inspectors  his  difficulties  were  increased  by  war  damage  suffered 
throughout  the  Moi'ough.  These  extra  duties  were  acconnilished  with  a 
comparatively  small  staff,  de])leted  by  war-time  I'equirements.  IMr. 
Piobson  served  the  Dorough  twenty-eight  years,  commencing  in  1920, 
and  was  appointed  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  1935.  He  is  now 
enjoying  a well-earned  retirement,  which  it  is  hoped  will  continue  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Although  the  duties  have  increased  considerably  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  materials  can  now  be  obtained  more  easily,  and  the 
personnel  engaged  on  structural  repairs  has  increased.  The  develop- 
ment of  the  sanitary  section  ha.s  followed  closely  the  broad  principles 
already  laid  down,  and  the  continued  co-operation  that  we  are  obtaining 
from  owners  of  property,  food  factory  ])prsonnel  and  shop-lveepers  has 
conti'ibuted  to  the  constant  progress. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  cope  with  the  many  new  Acts, 
Orders  and  Picgulations,  but  the  most  urgent  duty  is  the  repair  of 
structural  and  sanitary  defects.  During  the  year  there  were  4,206 
complaints  from  householders,  and  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
10,4.11  nuisances,  an  increase  of  l.OofO  com]ilai)its  on  the  previotis  year 
and  of  3.411  nuisances.  In  an  effort  to  I’cduce  the  number  of  prosecu- 
tions. the  “ work  in  default  ” sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act  have 
been  rigidly  enforced,  and  the  discomfort  experienced  by  householders 
has  been  considerably  relieved. 
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IL  is  important  that  routine  visitation  should  be  introduced. 
Unfortunately  house  to  house  visitation  cannot  be  accomplished  by  the 
existing  staff,  which  is  still  below  establishment,  and  in  an  effort  to 
carry  out  this  duty  the  assistance  of  the  rodent  operators  has  been 
obtained.  Uuring  their  inspections  for  infestation  by  vermin  they  refer 
any  outstanding  sanitary  nuisances  to  the  District  Sanitary  Inspector. 
It  is  anticipated  that  by  this  method  all  dwelling-houses  will  be  visited 
i:)eriodically,  and  the  2^i’evention  of  insanitary  conditions  will  receive 
eai'ly  attention. 

The  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  and  the  super- 
vision of  the  premises  used  tor  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food,  milk 
or  ice-cream  have  been  given  j^articular  attention,,  as  has  also  the 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  relating  to 
the  adulteration  and  misrepresentation  of  foodstuffs,  the  inspection  of 
cases  of  overcrowding,  the  inspection  of  canal  boats,  and  other  special 
duties  occurring  from  time  to  time. 

During  the  summer  all  the  staff  were  engaged,  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healtli.  in  investigating  an  epidemic  of  food 
poisoning.  Investigations  were  carried  out  to  ti-ace  the  source  of 
infection,  and  863  specimens  of  faeces  were  obtained  from  676  persons 
to  trace  suspected  carriers.  Samples  of  ice-cream  and  confectionery 
were  taken  from  shops  and  food  factories  situated  within  the  Borough. 
Fventually  the  efforts  jiroved  successful,  the  source  of  the  infection 
being  traced  to  a cai'rier  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  food,  and  the 
danger  eliminated. 

In  connection  with  tlie  promotion  of  the  Bootle  Fjxtension  Bill, 
10.60,  surveys  on  housing  conditions  were  carried  out  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  action  considered  desii'able  with  regard  to  the  demolition, 
repair  oi'  reconditioning  of  houses  and  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  sub- 
letting. It  was  noted  with  concern  that  6,604  houses  wei'e  without 
baths,  and  in  4,824  houses  moms  were  sub-let. 

Smoke  pollution,  although  I'educed,  is  still  excessive,  and  the 
inspectoi’s  are  spending  considerable  time  on  observations  and  in 
advising  factory  personnel,  paidicnlarly  in  Derby  Ward,  in  tlu‘  areas 
adjoining  Hawthorne  Boad  and  Linacre  Lane, 
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Putlic  Healtli  Act,  1936. 

SU.MMAKV  OF  NUISANCES. 


Choked defective  drains 

407 

,,  ,,  lainwater  idpes 

1,152 

,,  ,,  wastepipes 

25^1 

Detective  w ater  closets 

1,057 

,,  house  roofs 

704 

Defects  in  domestic  water  suj:)ply 

377 

Defective  yard  surfaces 

307 

Jlamj^ness  in  dwellings 

820 

Defective  plasterwork  walls/ceilings 

. 1 ,202 

Di‘fecti\e  windows  ... 

930 

Other  defects 

. 3,044 

Total  ... 

. 10,080 

Nuisances  abated  by  owners 

. 7,754 

Nuisances  abated  by  Corporation  (Default /request)  .. 

020 

Total  ... 

. 8,380 

FooJ  anJ  Drugs  Acts. 

SAMl’T.ES  SUEAIlT'l'IU)  FOE  FX.VAIINA'ITOX. 


Milk  for  aimlvsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Other  fofxls  for  analysi.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Milk  fo)'  hactpriolopic-al  examination  ...  ...  ...  117 

iMilk  for  Heat  Ti-eatment — Fhosphatase  Test  ...  ...  100 

Tee  ca-eain  foi  hacteriolooieul  examination  ...  ...  32 

Syntlietie  cream  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  14 

Fei’tilisers  and  feeding  stuffs  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Specials  foi’  chenneal  and  bacteriological  examination  ...  25 


Specimens  obtained  ff)r  bacteriological  examination 

fi'om  fof)d  bandlei's  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  853 


Imsonnd  food  coiidemned  and  disposed  of  by  Salvage. 

or  destroyed  ...  ....  15  tons,  15  cwt.,  3 qrs.,  5 lb. 
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SANITARY,  FOOD  AND  HOUSING  INSPECTIONS,  1949 


Visits 

Notices 

Served 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Sanitary  Complaints  : — 

Houses  inspected  and  re-inspected  ... 

14,815 

No.  of  special  complaints  investigated 

4,206 

3,460 

10,980 

8,380 

Routine  Inspections  : — 

Inspection  of  schools  ... 

12 





__ 

„ „ piggeries  

46 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ canal  boats  

36 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ stables 

16 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ lie.  prem.  (Pub.  Houses) 

51 

— 

— 



„ „ dairies 

226 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ cow  sheds  

21 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ milk  shops 

64 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ bakehouses  

154 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ butchers’  shops 

195 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ fishmongers  

„ „ grocers’  shops 

„ „ fruiterers’  shops 

48 

— 

— 

— 

190 

— 

— 

— 

54 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ dining  rooms  (including 

cafes,  restaurants  and  canteens) 

138 

_ 

Inspection  of  cold  stores  

2 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ ice  cream  premises  ... 

149 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ fish  and  chip  shops  ... 

126 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ food  factories 

132 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ factories  

418 

— 

— 

— 

„ „ workplaces  

Obs’v’tions  for  atmospheric  pollution 

100 

— 

— 

— 

78 

— 

— 

— 

Total  notices  served  in  respect  of 
routine  inspections  ... 



190 

538 

488 

Special  Inspections  : — 

Investigation  of  infectious  diseases  ... 

279 

■ - 

Disinfections  carried  out  after 

notified  infectious  diseases 

336 



_ 

_ 

I nvest  igat  ions  for  food  poisoning 

69 

— 

— 

— 

„ of  swimming  baths  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  applications/over-crowding ... 

100 

— 

— 

— 

Inspection  of  Corp.  houses/voids,  etc. 

196 

— 

— 

— 

Visits — issue  of  habitation  certificates 

111 

— 

— 

— 

Insp.  of  applications  for  re-housing 

251 

— 

— 

— 

Fumigation  of  verminous  houses 

169 



— 

— 

Treatment  of  furniture  by  hydro- 
cvanic  acid,  prior  to  occupation  of 
Corporation  houses 

37 

Mlscellaneous  Inspecs.  & Visits  : — 

1 nterviews  wit  h owners,  contractors  etc. 

. 







Drain  Testing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nurseries 



— 

— 

— 

Re-visits  infected  houses  



— 

— 

— 

Contacts  infectious  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Examination  of  vehicles  in  streets 

— 

— 

— 

— 

General  smoke  observations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Special  instruction  for  Student 
Sanitary  Inspectors  ... 



— 

— 



Exhumations  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rag  and  bone  dealers 

— 

— 

— 

Second-hand  furniture  stores 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Storage  for  ice  cream  vehicles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cockroach  infestation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  health  lectures  and  film  shows 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enquii  ies  re  aged  and  infirm  persons 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  miscellaneous  inspec.  and  visits 

875 

— 

— 

— 

HousiNCi  Surveys 

Number  of  houses  visited  to  ascertain 
bathroom  facilities  and  sub-letting 

16,121 

Number  of  houses  inspected  in  Re- 
construction Areas  to  estimate 
valuation,  cost  to  render  habitable, 
overcrowding,  etc.  ...  

925 

Number  of  houses  inspected  in  areas 
adjoining  Reconstruction  Areas  in 
proposed  Clearance  Areas  ... 

214 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Number  of  Visits  ... 

40,962 

3,650 

1 1,518 

8,868 

- 

— 

Out- 
standing , 


2,600 


50 
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FooJ  anj  Drugs. 

TliL'  incidence  oi  food  poisoning,  conplcd  witli  tlic  increasing 
interest  in  food  hygiene,  is  resulting  in  every  effort  being  made  to 
incoi'porate  inodern  standards  and  a luglier  quality  of  woi'kinanship  in 
food  premises. 

)5ani2)ling  is  carided  out  regulaify,  and  visits  are  niade  to  shoijs, 
food  factories,  milk  j-^i'oniises  and  ice-cream  distributors  throughout 
the  Borough.  In  sfjite  of  the  care  that  is  exercised  by  wholesalers  and 
retail  distributors,  and  notwithstanding  strict  su2)ervisiou  by  the 
inspectors,  instances  have  occurred  of  dirty  milk  bottles,  glass  in  milk 
bottles,  insects  in  certain  foods  and  excessive  tn-eservatives  in  foods. 

The  Public  Analyst,  l\Ii‘.  J.  F.  Clarke,  l\I.Sc.,  F.Pt.l.C.,  examined 
257  sanqiles  of  food  and  drugs  during  the  year,  of  which  103  were 
statutory  and  154  informal.  Common  foods  have  been  samjDled 
regularly,  and  stJecial  samples  have  been  taken  of  sustJected  foods. 

A total  of  21  samides  contravened  Acts  and  Regulations,  and 
included  suet,  sausage  meat,  sausage,  candied  i)eel,  condensed  milk, 
raw  milk,  glycerine  and  cereals.  A sample  of  inq^orted  condensed  milk 
was  deticient  in  weight  to  the  extent  of  0'3  i)er  cent  .of  that  stated 
on  the  label.  Legal  action  was  taken  in  res2:)ect  of  the  sausages  and 
candied  peel,  and  the  vendors  concerned  were  lined.  A re2Jort  was 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Food,  as  requiied  under  the  regulations, 
with  regard  to  the  condensed  milk. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  adulteration  of  food  or  milk,  and 
in  only'  four  cases  was  serious  adulteration  sus2)ected.  In  one  case 
milk  was  delivered  by  road  in  an  emergency,  in  a container  not  provided 
with  2)ro23er  mixing  af^paratus,  resulting  in  a deficiency  in  fat  in  the 
suni])le  taken.  In  two  other  cases  legal  action  was  taken,  aird  in  the 
fourth  a foi'iiial  sam2)le  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


k 
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One  iiifoi-mal  sample  of  j^lyce]’iiie  was  found  to  contain  a small 
amount  of  water.  i'’ormal  samples  will  be  taken. 

In  addition  to  the  244  routine  samples  submitted  for  analysis  and 
examination  there  were  8 special  samples  comprising  Ijarley  Hakes, 
wedding  cake  and  milk  subjected  to  chemical  analysis.  The  lairley 
hakes  had  been  stored  for  a considerable  period  and  were  infested  with 
insects.  The  wedding  cake  was  found  to  be  unht  foi'  human  consump- 
tion, having  been  prepared  with  unsound  fat  and  substitute  mai'zipan 
infested  with  insects.  The  milk  contained  Drosophila  bushii  in  the 
adult  stage,  and  also  a number  of  empty  larva  eases.  The  eggs  of  this 
hy  may  have  been  dei^osited  in  bottles  standing  on  the  side  of  the  road, 
and  were  caj^able  of  resisting  normal  sterilization  jDrocesses. 

There  were  4 special  samples  submitted  following  cases  of  suspected 
food  poisoning.  These  consisted  of  8 tinned  meats  and  1 meat  pie. 

Complaints  were  received  concerning  foods,  including  bottled  milk 
containing  a snail,  bottled  milk  containing  glass,  dirty  milk  churns  and 
bottles,  dirty  bread,  cereals  containing  weevil,  mineral  water  contain- 
ing parathn  oil,  maggots  in  oats,  glass  in  cereals,  unsound  “off  points 
sweets,  and  mould  in  raw  beef.  Of  all  the  samples  submitted  for 
analysis  only  24  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1988. 

Rumples  totalling  274  were  submitted  to  the  City  of  Liverpool 
flacteriologist.  Professor  D.  T.  Bobinson. 
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The  samples  submitted  during  1949  included  the  following  : — 


Informal  ] 
Samples 

Article 

Statutory 

Samples 

Cautioned 

Obtained 

1 

Adulterated 

Obtained 

j Adulterated 

Summoned 

Fined 

1 

6 — 

Butter  

3 — 

Bicarbonate  of  soda 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Barley  Hakes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I i — 

Baking  powder 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Coffee  and  chicory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Coffee  

— 

— 

— 



— 

3 — 

Cough  mixture 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 2 

Cereals  

— 

— 

O 

— 

— 

2 — 

Colourings,  edible  ... 

1 — 

Dales,  packet 



— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Flour 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Fillings,  various 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Fri^ettes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 

Golden  raising  powder 

2 

Gravy  salt 

2 

Ginger  wine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Ginger 

1 I 

Glycerine 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Gelatine 

10  — 

Ice  cream  

2 

Jam 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Lemonade  crystals 

6 — 

Lard  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23  — 

Milk  

93 

1 

1 



2 1 

Milk,  condensed 

— 

— 

1 





1 — 

Marmalade 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 — 

Margarine 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Mustard 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 — 

Olive  oil  

1 — 

Puree,  apple 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Paste,  fish 

2 

Paste,  meat  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T — 

Pepper 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

Peel,  cut  mixed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Sugar,  icing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Sultanas  

1 — 

Sago,  packet 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 — 

Sweets  

— 

— 

— 

— 



4 — 

Sponge  mixture 

1 — 

Sacharin  tablets 

— 

- 







6 3 

Sausages 

6 

4 

3 

1 

1 

8 4 

Sausage  meat 

3 

3 

3 

1 



1 — 

Sage  and  onion  stuffing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 1 

Suet,  beef 

1 









1 — 

Spaghetti,  tinned  ... 

— 



— 

— 

— 

3 — 

Tea 











1 — 

Vanilla  essence 











2 — 

Vinegar  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Wine  . .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

141  13 

103 

8 

10 

2 1 

Prosecutions 


x) 

C aj 

> in 
? </> 

£ 

^ c/> 


§ i 
I ^ 

< o 


£ s.  d. 


£ s.  d. 


I 0 0 


3 3 0 


3 3 0 


Amount  of 

costs  to  be 

paid 
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Public  Healtk  (Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  - 1927. 

The  Ihiblic  Analyst  examined  all  samples  snhmitted  for  evidence 
of  presei'vatives.  An  informal  sample  of  candied  2)eel  was  found  to  con- 
tain an  excess  of  sul])lmr  dioxide  to  the  extent  of  ‘iUO  parts  per  million, 
h’ornial  sample  and  legal  jn'oceedings  were  taken  in  195U. 


Registration  of  Factories  an  J Wkol  esale  Premises,  Food 
Act,  1938,  Section  34. 

(a)  Registered  margarine,  factories  ... 

(b)  Registered  wholesale  dealers  in  margarine 


and  Dr 


ugs 


1 

7 


(c)  Registered  butter  factories  ...  ...  ...  ....  Nil 

Total  inspjections  of  registered  premises  ...  ...  ...  8 

Milk 

Milk  Supplies. — Raring  the  year  1949  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act, 
1944,  and  the  Milk  (8}iecial  Designations)  Regulations,  1949,  came  into 
ojjeration  and  required  the  registi'ation  of  all  premises  selling  bottled 
milk.  Premises  selling  sterilized  milk  had  to  be  licensed,  and  altera- 
tions were  made  to  conform  with  the  new  regulations. 


There  is  only  one  dairyman  selling  raw  milk  in  the  Borough,  the 
remainder  selling  either  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurized  or  Sterilized 
milk. 

There  are  no  farms  or  shippons  situated  wdthin  the  Borough 
boundaries,  the  last  remaining  cowkeeper  having  removed  his  cows 
early  in  the  year. 

The  amount  of  milk  consumed  within  the  Borough  is  steadily 
increasing,  and  it  is  estimated  that  some  8,509  gallons  are  consumed 
daily.  With  the  exception  of  20  gallons  all  this  milk  was  subjected 
to  pasteurization  or  heat  treatment,  or  was  from  tuberculin-tested 
herds. 

Regular  inspection  of  all  plant  is  carried  out  by  a special  Inspector, 
the  milk  being  sampled  throughout  the  entire  processing  system,  hi 
two  cases  extensive  alterations  were  carried  out  to  the  premises. 

Where  a sample  of  milk  indicates  that  there  has  been  insulhcient 
heat  treatmc'iit,  immediate  inspection  is  made  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  (he  faihii'e  in  the  plant  and  remedial  measures  taken.  'I’liere  has 
been  no  infectious  disease  or  food  jioisnning  outbreak  traced  to  the 
sup])ly  of  milk  within  the  Borough. 
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Milk  Shops  and  Dailies. — There  are  05  niilk  shops  and  17  dairies 
selling  bottled  nnlk,  all  of  which  are  registered  and  have  licences  under 
the  regnlations. 

During  the  year  '290  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  and 
a reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained. 

There  has  been  a weekly  inspection  of  the  pasteurising  plant  in 
the  Borough.  This  plant  deals  with  IhoOO  gallons  of  milk  daily,  of 
which  l,8Uh  gallons  are  consumed  within  the  Borough.  There  were 
60  samples  of  milk  obtained  from  this  plant  for  the  bacteriologist,  and  of 
these  all  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test  but  four  failed  to  pass  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test.  The.  cause  of  this  faihn-e  has  since  been  ascer- 
tained and  remedied. 

There  have  been  no  legal  proceedings  instituted  against  milk 
vendors  within  the  Borough. 

lln.spital:  Milk  Supph/. — Milk  sampling  is  carried  out  periodically 
at  Bootle  tfeneral  ITospital,  and  7 sami)les  were  taken  during  the 
year.  Three  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  4 for  bacterio- 
logical examination.  The  former  satisfied  all  legal  standards.  Four 
passed  the  IMethylene  Blue  Test,  and  3 the  Phosphatase  Test. 

Milk  Sampling .■ — There  have  been  117  samples  of  milk  submitted 
for  the  Methylene  Bine  Test  and  100  for  the  Phosphatase  Test  to 
indicate  the  amount  of  heat  treatment  to  which  the  milk  has  l)een 
subjected.  Nine  failed  to  satisfy  the  Mctiiylene  Blue  Test,  ami  2 the 
Phosphatase  Test.  The  nine  failing  to  pass  the  IMethylene  Blue  Test 
included  4 where  the  average  shade  temperature  exceeded  sixty-five 
degrees.  The  othei'  five  were  investigated,  and  action  was  taken  to 
obviate  the  risk  of  bacteriological  contamination  occnri'ing  in  the  futni'c. 

With  I'egard  to  the  2 samples  failing  to  ]:)ass  the  Phosphatase  Test, 
the  inadecpiate  heat  treatment  had  taken  jdace  outside  the  Borough. 

School  Milk. — There  were  16  samjrles  of  milk  obtained  from 
schr)o!s  for  bactei-iological  examination.  Four  sani])les  failed  to  ]iass 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  I failed  to  pass  the  Phosphatase  Test. 
There  were  11  samples  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 

The  action  taken  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  is 
included  Tn  the  paragraj)!!  on  milk  sampling  above, 
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Registration  of  FooJ  Preparation  Premises. 


I’reruises  registevr'd  iindi.'r  section  14  of  the  Food  ;md  1 )rngs  Act, 
1938,  total  73,  including  those  of  ice-ci’oarn  retailers,  tliose  used  for 
the  preparation  of  sausages,  potted  nr  ])ieserved  meat,  fish  or  other 
foods,  certain  hutchei's’  sliops  and  food  factories.  There  were  -321 
inspections  made  of  these  premises,  and  the  requirements  of  section 
13  of  the  Food  and  Diaigs  Act,  1938,  relating  to  structure,  sanitation, 
ventilation  and  removal  of  I'efuse  were  applied. 


There  were  n new  ,ip]rlicatinns  for  registration  made  dui'ing  the 
year,  and  after  extensive  structural  alterations  the  j^renuses  were 
I'egistered. 


Dining  Rooms,  Cafes  and  Ritckens. 

There  is  still  a considerable  amount  of  work  reijuired  in  these 
premises,  pai'ticidarly  with  regard  to  the  covering  of  foods,  handling 
dui'ing  serving,  coolcing.  and  general  cleanliness 

Constant  visitation  and  tlie  service  of  notices  has  ])roduced  an 
i 111  pro  ved  sta  n dard . 

There  liave  heeii  138  inspections  of  dining  rooms  and  cafes,  the 
total  munbei'  of  premises  used  for  tliis  ]mrpose  being  32.  Three  British 
Restaurants  were  closed  during  the  year. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  instituted  against  the  owners  of 
any  of  these  premises,  as  an,v  suggestions  made  b,v  the  inspectors  havi' 
lieen  voluntarily  adopted. 

A difficulty  in  this  typie  of  tra  le  is  stall  education,  the  temporarv 
nature  of  the  work  in  some  cases  causing  constant  change.  'I'lie  Health 
I'klucation  Officer  is  assistin.g  consideralfiy  by  showing  films,  and  dis- 
tributing literature  to  jiersonnel. 

An  application  to  establish  a cafe  in  a basement  was  refused.  This 
decision  was  sulisecpiently  snbmittcd  to  an  appeal  under  the  'I'ow  n and 
Countrv  Flanniug  .Acts,  and  the  decision  of  the  Local  Authoritv  was 
upheld. 
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Ice  Cream. 

A new  modern  iee  etenni  faetuiw  was  built  timing  tlie  year,  and 
an  existing  tactory  reeonstnieled  with  modern  ))lant  litted  Ihi'oughout. 

Ten  samples  of  iee  cream  wei'e  sul)mitted  for  chemical  analysis, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  fat  content  ranged  between  ’i'T  per  cent, 
and  10  per  cent.  Eight  of  the  sainjtles  concerned  were  helow  0'7  per 
cent,  fat  content,  and  the  a\erage  fat  content  of  all  samples  was  7’ 12 
per  cent. 

There  are  ol  ice  cream  premises  registered,  hut  only  12  have  been 
registered  for  manufacture,  the  remainder  obtaining  supplies  from 
wholesalers.  Wherever  possible  wrap])ed  ice  cream  i>i  eh'clric  conservers 
is  being  recommended. 

Twenty-eight  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. results  being  as  follows: — (li'ade  1,  .1;  tirade  2,  7;  tirade  3,  8; 
tirade  4,  8. 

Persons  selling  ice  cream  from  vehicles  require  to  be  registered  in 
accordance  with  the  llootle  Corporation  Act,  1930.  The  vehicles  are 
inspected  before  licensing,  together  with  the  washing  arrangements  and 
the  premises  where  the  ice  cream  is  stored  at  the  end  of  the  day.  Where 
a vendor  is  living  in  the  area  of  another  authority,  communications 
have  been  addressed  to  the  I’esponsihle  officer  and  a rej^ort  obtained 
as  to  the  suitability  of  the  person  apjplying  for  registration  and  of  his 
I)i'eniises. 

Xo  case  of  infection  i’e])orted  during  the  year  could  be  traced  to  ice 
eri'ani  consum])tion. 

Bakeli  OMses 

There  are  10  bakehouses  situated  in  the  Borough,  and  special 
liygienic  ])recautions  are  being  taken  in  tliese  jjremises.  The  washing  of 
bands  is  insisted  u])on,  and  c-igarette  smoking  discouraged. 

One  basement  is  still  in  use  for  this  purpose,  and  is  subject  to 
special  registration. 

An  application  to  establish  a bakehouse  .adjacent  to  Pine  Grove 
Bestructoi-  was  refused,  and  the  premises  have  since*  been  used  for 
another  purpose. 

Inspections  made  during  the  year  numbered  154. 
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Unsound  Foods  Condemned 

Total  weight,  15  tons  15  cwts.  3 qrs.  5 lb. 


Meat  (raw). — Beef,  Sausage,  Pigs  feet  and  tails.  Pigs  maws,  Bacon, 
Babbit. — Total  raw  meat,  2,400  lb. 


Meat  (tinned). — Coi'ued  beef,  Meat  roll.  Corned  mutton.  Assorted 
tinned  meats. — Total  canned  meat,  487  lb. 

Fr7i.it,  etc.  (raw). — Dates,  Figs,  Nuts,  Prunes,  Beetroot,  Peas, 
Baisius.' — Total  raw  fruit,  18,273^  lb. 

Fruit,  etc.  (canned). — Chutney.  Tinned  fruit.  Beetroot,  Prunes, 
Ajrples,  Vegetables. — Total  canned  fruit,  1,263  lb. 

B'isli  (raw). — 563  lb. 

Fish  (canned). — 285|  lb. 

Milh  (canned). — 2,085  lb. 

Other  Foods  (raw  a)td  canned). — Salad  dressing.  Soup,  Pudding 
mixtures.  Jam,  Canned  puddings.  Oats,  Potato  P'lour,  Almond  sub- 
stitute, Cereals,  Eggs  (shell).  Eggs  (dried).  Cheese,  Barley  Flakes. — 
Total,  10,012  lb. 

Infectious  Disease. 

There  were  270  cases  of  infectious  disease  investigated,  other  tban 
tuberculosis,  and  disinfections  were  carried  out  in  336  cases. 

In  dealing  with  outbrealrs  of  food  poisoning  special  investigations 
were  carried  out  in  the  homes  of  food  handlers  in  order  to  detect  any 
possil)le  carriei's  of  disease  in  theii’  taniilies.  Where  any  food  handler 
was  found  to  be  sutfei'ing  fi'om  or  to  be  a cariaer  of  the  organisms  of 
food  poisoning  the  management  of  the  canteen  or  food  factoiw  was 
informed  and  in  every  case  a pei'iod  of  leave  with  pay  arranged  until 
the  dange]-  had  been  overcome. 

Smallpox  contacts  were  traced  and  kept  under  obser\ation  .intil 
the  expiration  of  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease. 

Infectious  disease  cases  niii'setl  at  home  were  kept  under  observa- 
ti(')n,  and  advice  was  given  as  to  ]U'eventing  tlu'  disstMiiinatiou  ol 
infection.  Where  isolation  was  found  to  be  inqiossible,  ari'angeiut'iits 
were  made  for  removal  to  hos])ital. 

Tlu'  local  authoi'ity  have  now  been  made  responsible  for  the  removal 
of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from  ships  in  Bootle  Bocks. 
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\^*ter  Supply. 

The  Boroupli  of  ffoolle  is  sup])lie(i  with  water  by  Liverpool  Cor- 
poration, the  source  being  upland  surfaces  in  North  Wales  and 
liancashire.  It  is  wholesome  and  sufficient  for  all  puriposes.  Periodical 
bacteriological  examinations  in  the  Borough  are  made  b.y  the  water 
undertakei’s  and  reports  submitted  to  the  fifedical  Officer  of  ITealth. 

Throughout  the  ycai'  complaints  concei'iiing  the  watei-  stipply  have 
been  reduced  to  a minimum  by  constant  co-opeicrtion  between  the 
inspectors  .ind  the  Liverpool  Corjroration  Water  Depaidinent. 

The  377  complaints  related  mainly  to  waste,  or  to  damage  caused 
by  burst  pipes. 

Prosecutions  for  Non-Atatement  of  Nuisances  - Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Section  93. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  for  the  non-abatement  of  sanitary 
nuisances  during  the  year.  Pi'osecutions  have  been  reduced  to  a 
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minimum  by  personal  contact,  and  also  by  the  Coi'iJoration  carrying  out 
the  work  in  defaidt,  as  provided  for  by  statute. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Public  Health  Act  is  being  used  as 
a palliatWe  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances  in  insanitary  property 
which  should  be  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts, 
and  consequently  only  matters  of  an  urgent  sanitary  nature  are  remedied 
in  this  type  of  projierty,  improvements  and  reconditioning  being 
impracticable. 

The  age  of  the  premises,  together  with  restricted  sj^ace,  prevents 
the  installation  of  bathrooms  or  even  the  addition  of  an  annexe,  to 
comply  with  modern  standards  in  the  majority  of  these  sub-standard 
houses,  from  which  complaints  are  constantly  being  received. 

Rats  and  jMice  Destruction  Act,  1919  - Infestation  Order,  1943. 

There  are  three  permanent  )'odent  opei-ators  engaged  in  carrying  out 
duties  under  the  al)Ove  mentioned  regulations. 

It  is  anticipated  that  new  legislation  will  assist  considerably  in 
removing  many  difficulties  that  have  existed  in  the  adnuuistration, 
particulaily  with  regard  to  responsibility  for  the  exteruunation  of  vermin 
and  the  disinfestation  of  premises. 
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The  stuff  are  eai'i'viiig  out  euiitiuLious  visitation  of  all  preinities 
in  llie  llorouyli,  and  all  lacLors  giving  ]’ise  to  infestation  are  immedi- 
ately de.dt  with.  Many  eases  Jieeessitate  the  taking  up  of  floors,  yard 
sui’faees  and  passages,  leading  in  some  eases  to  extensive  drainage 
rei.)airs  and  reinstatement. 

The  systematic  treatment  of  sewers  is  assisting  considerably  in  the 
prevention  of  surface  infestation.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  there 
are  now  many  sections  of  the  sewerage  system  free  from  rodent 
infestation,  and  evidence  of  this  has  been  ascertained  bv  test-baitin>j. 

Systematic  inspection  of  j^rivate  dwelling-houses  continued,  and 
during  the  year  15,747  were  insi^ected.  One  hundred  and  two  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  vermin,  31  by  rats  and  71  by  mice.  The 
number  of  comjilaints  from  occuiDiers  has  been  reduced  to  a very  small 
number,  and  only  166  comijlaints  were  received. 

Inspection  of  Lands  and  Baildinys. — There  were  6,039  inspections 
of  lands  and  buildings,  comprising  food  shops,  retail  shojjs.  factories, 
warehouses,  schools,  offices  and  cold  stores.  One  hundred  and  thirteen 
of  these  jjremises  were  found  to  be  infested,  46  by  rats  and  67  by  mice. 
The  staff  treated  52  of  these  infestations,  the  remainder  being  dealt 
with  by  servicing  comjJanies  under  the  su])ervision  of  the  rodent 
operators.  There  were  1,768  j^oison  baits  deposited  l)y  the  staff,  and  of 
these  869  were  taken. 

Sewer  Treatment. — The  sewei's  have  been  treated  on  t\vo  occasions, 
and  during  April  and  May,  after  a ten  per  cent,  test,  it  was  foinid 
necessary  to  ti'eat  1,492  man-holes.  In  271  man-holes  infestation  by 
rats  was  found.  During  October  and  Xovemher  another  treatment  was 
cari'ied  out,  and  1,664  man-holes  were  treated,  revealing  signs  of  infes- 
tation in  354  man-holes.  A further  test  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
new  sewers  which  liave  been  laid  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Tips. — Tlie  refuse  tips  at  iMelling  and  Dunnings  Bridge  Hoad 
have  also  been  treated  during  the  year.  At  Melling  the  infestation 
was  of  a majoi'  type,  and  has  now  been  satisfactorily  disinfested.  The 
Dunnings  Bi'idge  Bovd  t'p  has  required  continuous  treatment  through- 
out the  year. 

Causes  of  J nfcslal  ion . -The  majority  of  infestations  a.re  found  in 
food  storage  premises,  mul  liie  I'odent  opei'afors  have  concentrated  on 
all  premises  containing  food  in  an  effoit  to  semire  adeijnate  storage 
and  pn  \('iilion  of  rodeid  inlestation. 
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There  is  no  evideiiee  that  food  bins  si'uinted  in  the  streets  attract 
rodents,  but  tliere  are  many  comjdaints  of  food  liins  lining  carelessly 
handled  by  ehihlren  and  adults,  lids  being  left  off  and  the  bins  thereby 
exi)osed  to  animals. 

Smoke  Akatenient. 

The  essentially  industi'ial  character  of  the  Borough  is  causing  an 
atmospheric  jjollution  iiroblem  of  some  magnitude.  Considerable 
iinjirovement  has  been  obtained,  but  further  efforts  are  necessary  to 
reduce  the  sources  ol  jjoilution. 

The  use  of  imeiaoi  tvjies  of  fuel  is  giving  rise  to  excessive  smoke, 
and  it  would  apj^ieai'  to  be  beyond  the  control  of  managements  to 
reduce  this  emi-sion. 

The  problem  has  been  tackled  in  a sympathetic  and  energetic 
manner,  alterations  to  plant  have  been  carried  out,  mechanical  stokers 
have  been  installed  wherever  jrossible,  and  the  Alinistry  of  Fuel,  upon 
a personal  request,  have  co-operated  liy  supplying  an  improved  graded 
fuel  to  the  factories  having  difficulty  in  jireventing  smoke  emission.  The 
llegional  Officer  for  the  North  Western  (das  Board  has  been  approached 
regaixling  extensive  alterations  to  the  Oas  Works,  and  consideration 
is  being  given  to  suggested  improvements. 

(feneral  observations  have  been  made  throughout  the  year,  and  78 
oflicial  observations  taken.  As  a result  of  these  observations,  n notices 
have  been  served  upon  persistent  offenders.  In  the  remaining  cases 
management  and  personnel  have  been  interviewed  and  advice  given 
to  stokei's  whei'e  necessary,  or  the  source  of  mechanical  difficulty 
ascertained. 

The  causes  of  smoke  emission  mclnded  inefficient  stoking,  unsuit- 
able fuel  and  defective  plant.  Three  cases  were  refiorted  informally 
to  the  Health  Committee,  but  before  statutory  action  was  taken  the 
firms  concerned  had  applied  measures  to  remedy  the  nuisance. 

Training  courses  in  smoke  abatement  are  held  at  the  Liverjiool 
bniversity  School  of  Hygiene,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  iiersuade 
stokers  to  attend  this  course. 

Jiffoi'ts  to  improve  tlie  atmosphere  ai'e  to  some  extent  offset,  as 
Ilootle  is  subject  tf)  considei'able  pollution  from  the  Dock'  Fstate  and 
suri'oundiiig  industrial  areas. 
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Jt  is  pleasing  to  note  that  although  there  have  l)een  a nunil)er  or 
infringements  thronghont  the  year,  it  was  not  necessai'y  to  institute 
court  proceedings,  immediate  action  being  taken  voluntarily  by  all 
concerned. 

Factories. 

J’eriodical  visitation  of  factories  has  been  made,  and  alterations, 
reconditioning  and  suggested  improvements  have  been  carried  out  under 
the  supervision  of  the  ins])ectors. 

There  are  212  mechanical  factories  and  04  factories  without 
mechanical  power.  Four  hundred  and  eighteen  inspections  have  been 
made,  and  as  a result  of  these  inspections  notices  have  been  served  in 
respect  of  29  of  these  premises  to  secure  cleanliness,  adecpiate  ventila-  . 
tion,  drainage  and  suitable  sanitation. 

A number  of  the  factories  still  require  modci'u  sanitation,  although 
existing  legislation  does  not  sjiecify  tyi)es  of  sanitary  accommodation. 
The  managements  of  all  factories  concei'ned  are  keenly  desirous  of 
improving  the  standard  of  their  premises. 

The  staff  have  given  special  attention  to  the  disposal  of  industrial  . 
waste,  aiid  detailed  inS2)ection  has  been  carried  out  during  the  installa- 
tion of  grit  tanks,  fat  tra2)s  and  intercei^ting  chambers. 

A new  register  of  factories  and  workshops  is  being  compiled,  and 
it  is  antici])ated  this  will  be  comjdeted  by  next  year. 

Homeworkers. 

The  homes  of  out-workers  are  visited  regularly.  At  present  there 
are  seven  out woi  kers  on  the  I'egister,  and  the  ])remises  have  been  found, 
to  be  satisfactory. 

\\^orkplaces.  Including  Oflices. 

The  important  work  r)f  inspection  of  thcsi*  premises  is  being  given 
special  attention,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  s(jmc  workei's  are  working 
under  conditions  causing  discomfort. 

(Jne  hmulred  {uaunises  ha\e  been  inspected,  and  alterations  to 
secui’e  impi'ovement  in  24  work])laces  have  been  made. 

A great  improvement  in  office  hygiene  can  he  obtained  hy 
decoration,  cleanliiioss  of  sanitary  acconimodation,  vcmtilation  and 
lighting.  The  notices  include  these  requii’ements. 
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' Second-kand  Stores. 

Jnsjiection  of  14  second-hand  stores  has  been  maintained.  This 
work  is  particnlarlv  important  to  prevent  the  sjiread  of  vermin  and 
infection,  particnlarlv  in  certain  areas  where  the  cost  of  new  furniture 
is  more  than  can  he  comforlahly  afforded  by  the  occupiers  of  houses, 
who  rely  upon  second-hand  clothing  or  furniture. 

Tt  is  of  particular  impoi'tance  that  these  articles  should  be  clean 
and  free  from  infection  or  vermin,  and  great  importance  is  therefore 
attached  to  this  work. 

I Cinemas. 

Inspection  of  the.  three  cinemas  in  the  Borough  has  been  instituted. 
These  inspections  are  ini})ortanL,  for  transmission  of  infection  and 
■ vermin  is  diflicult  to  prevent  where  large  numbers  of  people  congregate. 
Consequently,  it  is  important  that  sanita)'y  accommodation,  ventilation, 
lighting,  cleanliness  and  structural  defects  I'eceive  immediate  attention. 


offensive  Trades. 

There  ai’e  two  offensive  trades  caiaaed  on  in  the  Borough,  and  7 
inspections  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  emission  of  noxious  fumes 
or  the  accumulation  of  offensive  refiise. 

There  have  been  no  applications  for  the  establishment  of  further 
offensive  trades  during  the  year. 

Putlic  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

There  are  21  sanitary  con voiiences  under  the  supei'vision  of  the 
Department;  all  of  tliese  provide  for  males  and  4 of  them  makt* 
provision  also  for  females. 

The  damage  caused  to  public  conveniences  by  carelessness  and 
destruction  is  now  being  reduc('d  l)y  eo-o])eiation  with  the  Dolicc. 

The  public  convenience  staff  consists  of  4 males  and  2 females, 
and  they  cleanse  every  public  convenience  at  least  twice  a day,  and  in 
special  eases  three  times  a day.  Idle  ladies’  conveniences  are  kept 
open  until  the  hour  of  10-.40  p.m..  and  open  again  the  following  morning 
at  7-;i0  a.m. 

Special  attention  is  necessary  to  the  public  conveniences  situated 
in  North  hark  and  South  hark  during  the  holiday  periods,  or  when 
fair  grotmds  are  established.  Tt  is  (o  lu'  regretted  that  ] liave  to  report 
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that  the  public  con veiiieuces  at  North  Park  suffer  considerably  from 
damage  and  dirt  during  these  periods,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  wash 
the  internal  walls  daily  due  to  the  mud  and  filth  that  is  thrown  upon 
them  during  these  periods. 

The  inspectors  visit  the  conveniences  regularly  to  supervise  the  ■ 
cleansing,  and  100  visits  wei'c  made  during  the  year. 

V ermin  Infestation. 

The  routine  procedure  for  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises 
has  been  maintained.  Twenty-three  rnunici2:)al  houses  and  76  privately- 
owned  houses  were  disinfested  with  suitable  insecticides,  and-  the  ■ 
furniture  of  37  dwelling-houses  wms  treated  with  hydrogen  cyanide. 

Special  treatment  has  been  adopted  for  cockroach  infestation,  and 
has  been  applied  to  03  inunicip.d  houses,  7 privately-owned  houses,  ’2  . 
schools,  1 public  hath  and  1 British  Restaurant. 

Sirecial  steps  liave  been  talven  with  regard  to  certain  pests,  includ- 
ing ants,  bed  hugs,  house  flies  and  lice.  This  service  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  local  authority  at  a nominal  fee,  the  occupiers  being  only 
too  happy  to  have  the  pests  removed,  and  83  occupiers  have  paid  to 
have  their  premises  disinfested. 

Canal  Boats, 

There  were  30  inspw-ctions  of  canal  boats  on  tlio  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal  within  the  Hoi'ougli.  ()iu‘  i;otice  was  served  and  three  iufi'iuge- 
ments  have  now  been  remedied.  No  women  or  childi'en  were  found 
on  the  boats  during  insjiection.  Bootle  is  not  a registration  authority. 

Statl  es. 

Biiring  the  smmner  mouths  stables  can  be  a source  of  considerable 
nuisance,  and  visits  to  stables  are  usually  iuo'eased  during  this  period. 
Bly  infestation  is  a serious  nii'iiaee,  and  tlie  nietliods  now  adofited  are 
proving  effective.  D.D.T.  is  being  used  to  an  increasing  extent  in  tlie 
spi’aying  of  stalls.  As  a r(.‘sult  of  20  special  visits  to  1-1  stables.  Il5 
notices  were  served  to  remedy  defects  to  drainage’,  paving,  midden- 
steads,  walls,  windows  and  ligiiting. 

It  was  found  in  a mmil)er  of  cases  tliat  pigs  were  iieing  kept  m 
stables  conirai'v  lo  llie  l)yelaws,  and  immediate  steps  were  taken  to 
have  tliesc'  animals  romoved. 
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Exk  uinations. 

'J'lie  Simitai'y  1 iis2)ector  was  jji'esent  at  2 exhumations  at  ceme- 
teries within  the  Horoiigli,  m compliance  with  Homo  OHicc  regulations 
loi'  the  insistence  ot  care  and  decency,  and  tlie  ja-evention  of  nuisance. 

The  bodies  were  I’e-interred  in  other  jiarts  of  the  cemetery,  the 
work  usually  being  carried  nut  very  early  in  the  morning^  and  special 
care  was  t:dsen  to  avoid  passtus-by  obseiu dug  die  o|)ei'ation. 

Nuisance  from  Noise. 

Noise  nuisance  gave  rise  to  4 serious  complaints  (.luring  the  year 
I'l'om  householders  living  near  industrial  premises. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited  the  premises,  and  the  efforts 
made  proved  successful  in  remedying  the  nuisances. 

There  are  no  atl  hoc  leg;d  powers  aviulable  to  the  Health  Depart- 
iiieut,  but  it  is  autieij^ated  that  this  matter  will  be  dealt  with  under 
new  legislation. 


Swimming 


Batks. 


Jiispectiou  of  swimming  baths  was  carried  on  throughout  the  year, 
a. id  simples  of  the  water  tak'en  on  two  occasions. 


J)uriug  the  winter  iia.iiths  imjirownients  were  carried  out  to  the 
chemical  treatment  plant. 


Haird  ressers  and  Barbers. 

rhpst>  jiremises  are  not  coiipailsorily  registered,  hut  ihe  ins])ectors 
have  \ds;1ed  PT  hairdrc'ssers  during  the  year,  ap])lying  gcMicual  principles 
')i  hygiene  and  sanitation,  usually  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Ifealth  .Act,  19.S(3. 


I Rent  Restriction  Acts,  1920  - 19.^9, 

There  were  2 applications  received  under  the  above  .Acts,  but  onlv 
t Certificate  was  issued,  as  in  the  other  case  workmen  completed  the 
work  before  inspection  of  the  pi’emises. 
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Caravan  D wellings, 

Tliere  ave  no  licensed  caravan  dwellers  situated  within  the 
Boi'ough,  nor  are  thei'e  any  sites  for  this  purpose.  Periodical  fun  fairs 
I'isit  the  parks  and  one  other  site,  hut  as  they  are  subject  to  special 
exemption  licensing  is  not  I’equired. 

From  time  to  time  gypsies  visit  the  Borough,  but  when  informed 
by  inspectors  that  camping  is  not  jiennitted  they  have  moved  away  from 
the  Borough. 


Housing« 

Surveys  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  ascertain  the  housing 
situation  in  Iteconstruction  Areas  1 and  2 for  consideration  by  the 
blousing  and  Planning  Committees.  Surveys  have  also  been 
carried  out  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  number  of  houses  without 
baths,  the  number  of  sub-let  houses,  the  number  of  sub-standard 
houses,  and  the  estimated  ward  populations. 

In  all  17,046  inspections  of  houses  were  carried  out. 

Charance  Arca.s  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses,  Housing]  Act,  1936. 
— A survey  was  made  of  two  areas  of  sub -standard  houses  not  included 
in  the  confirmed  Declaratory  Order  under  the  Town  and  Country  Plan- 
ning Acts,  19-1-1  and  1947,  214  houses  having  been  inspected  for  clear- 
ance, individual  demolition  or  reconditioning. 

A complete  survey  of  all  houses  in  the  Borough  is  irow  being  under- 
taken to  determine  which  houses  should  be  dealt  with  by  demolition, 
repair  or  reconditioinng. 

It  is  antiedpated  that  efforts  will  be  made  to  recondition  certain 
houses  in  accordance  with  the  jn'ovisions  of  the  Tinusing  Act,  1949. 

Suh-lctling. — The  result  of  jieriodical  surveys  indicates  that  there 
are  4,824  sub-let  houses  in  the  Borough,  8,91,')  housing  two  families 
and  909  housing  thi'oc  or  more'  fandlic’S.  These  houses,  used  for  sub- 
letting, were  built  originally  to  house  one  family,  and  no  alteration  has 
been  carried  out  to  provide  improved  amenities  for  the  fandlies  now 
in  occupation.  4'he  families  share  one,  two  or  three  rooms;  they  use 
common  sanitary  accommodation,  i'efus('  disposal  and  water  supply, 
and  in  some  cas('s  are  compelled  to  carry  water  from  the  basement- 
Itefuse  has  to  be  collected  in  living  i-ooms  in  small  containers  and 
emptied  periodically  into  a communal  l)in. 
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It  is  impossil)lc  to  ap2'>ly  I lie  hye-hiws  iu  this  class  of  house,  for 
the  cost  of  ronovaliiig  aiul  recojulilioiiiiig  would  be  excessive. 

Particular  attention  lias  been  paid  to  disinfestation  and  the 
imniediate  repair  of  sanitary  defects,  together  M'ith  isolation  and 
removal  of  all  infectious  cases  from  these  overcrowded  dwellings. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  possibility  of  whoJesale  recon- 
ditioning of  some  of  these  houses  undei'  the  provisions  of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1949,  but  there  are  a number  of  practical  difficulties  to  be  overcome. 

Ovrrcrnicdiug . — 'I’he  acute  housing  shoidage  has  jirevented  apjilica- 
tion  of  the  overcrowding  jarovisions  of  the  Housing  Acts,  and  action 
has  consisted  mainly  in  the  prevention  of  the  use  of  basements  for 
sleeping  purposes,  and  the  reduction  of  gross  overcrowding. 

During  the  year  100  reiiorts  were  made  for  consideration  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  connection  with  applications  for  priority 
in  re-housing.  Besides  being  ovei’crowded,  many  cases  had  a record 
of  chronic  infection  or  other  serious  illness,  and  in  some  cases  families 
were  found  to  be  living  and  sleeping  in  an  attic  or  in  a basement.  It  is  to 
these  houses  that  constant  visitation  is  required. 

M uuicipal  Houses. — On  a change  of  tenancy-,  all  municipal  houses 
are  insiiected,  and  ‘dol  houses  have  been  so  visited.  Of  these  196  were 
vacant  at  the  time  of  the  visit  and  111  habitation  certificates  were 
issued  after  ti'eatment  or  repair  of  the  premises. 

The  household  effects  of  37  new  tenants  were,  found  to  be 
verminous,  and  weie  ti’cated  with  hydrogen  cyanide  gas  prior  to  being 
taken  into  the  munici2)al  houses. 


Training  of  Students. 

Six  students  received  theoretical  and  practical  training  during  the 
year,  and  five  subsequently  passed  the  qualifying  examination. 


TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 
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